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Abstract

Minimax optimization refers to a class of optimization problems with some vari-
ables to minimize and other variables to maximize. Biased stochastic gradient
methods have shown practical success in solving minimax problems to either im-
prove robustness, enhance communication efficiency, or decrease computational
costs. These successes motivate a lot of theoretical works to study the convergence
of biased stochastic gradient methods, while their generalization analysis remains
untouched. In this paper, we present the first framework to study the stability and
generalization of biased stochastic gradient methods for minimax problems. We
establish a connection between stability and generalization for minimax problems
by relaxing the existing bounded gradient assumption to a bounded second moment
condition. We then introduce a generalized Lipschitz-type condition on bias and
gradient estimators, and derive a general stability bound to clarify the connection
among bias, gradient estimators, and stability. We apply our general analysis to
Zeroth-order and Clipped stochastic gradient descent ascent (SGDA), and derive
stability bounds that match those of SGDA under appropriate smoothing/clipping
parameters. We combine stability and convergence analyses together, and derive
optimal excess risk bounds of order 1/

√
n, where n is the sample size.

1 Introduction

Many machine learning problems can be formulated as minimax optimization problems, where
the decision variables are categorized into a group of variables to minimize and another group
of variables to maximize. Typical problems include adversarial training with minimization over
model parameters and maximization over perturbations [37], and GANs with minimization over
generators and maximization over discriminator’s ability to distinguish fake from real data [21].
Beyond adversarial scenarios, minimax problems also appear in robust optimization [12], and AUC
maximization [55].

A popular class of optimization methods to solve minimax problems is the gradient-based method. A
representative method is the gradient descent ascent (GDA), where we conduct a gradient descent
over primal variables and a gradient ascent over dual variables. To further relieve the computational
cost of the full gradient, stochastic gradient methods have been proposed by approximating the
true gradient with gradient estimates based on random sampling [42], leading to various efficient
stochastic methods such as SGDA [38], Variance-Reduced SGDA [42], Optimistic Gradient Descent
Ascent (OGDA) [13], and Stochastic Recursive gradiEnt Descent Ascent (SREDA) [36]. Oftentimes,
these methods build unbiased gradient estimators whose conditional expectations recover the true
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gradient. This unbiasedness simplifies both the convergence analysis [32, 33, 36, 38, 54] and
generalization analysis [18, 30, 58–60]. However, in practical applications, people often build biased
gradient estimators to either improve robustness, enhance communication efficiency, or decrease
computational costs. These biased gradient estimators lead to the development of biased stochastic
gradient methods for minimax problems. Below we present two representative examples:
Zeroth-order SGDA is a computationally efficient method for applications where explicit gradients
are computationally infeasible, expensive, or impossible to compute. This is the case when generating
adversarial examples with black-box neural networks to test the adversarial robustness [11], and when
solving automated machine learning tasks where the gradients w.r.t pipeline configuration parameters
is infeasible to compute [52].
Clipped-SGDA is effective for deep learning tasks in recent years since training deep learning
models often encounters problems with heavy-tailed noises. Due to the adaptivity in preventing
the algorithm from using arbitrarily large gradients [50], it has found very successful applications
in natural language processing tasks, like GPT models [9]. Additionally, gradient clipping helps
preserve privacy in differentially private machine learning [1].

Due to the broad applications of biased stochastic gradient methods, efforts devoted to their theo-
retical analysis have gradually increased. Early work focused on stochastic gradient methods for
minimization problems, e.g., the convergence analysis from the optimization perspective [16, 24]
and the generalization analysis from the learning perspective [41]. Recently, some studies have
extended these discussions on minimization problems to minimax problems, e.g., the convergence
of Zeroth-order SGDA [6, 53] and Clipped-SGDA [22]. However, these discussions focus on the
behavior of these biased methods on training examples, ignoring an important problem in machine
learning–generalization. This gap motivates our core question:

Can we develop a general framework to study the generalization of biased stochastic gradient methods
for minimax problems?

In this paper, we answer the above question by developing a general generalization analysis of biased
stochastic gradient methods for convex-concave and smooth minimax problems by leveraging the
algorithmic stability concept. Our contributions are summarized as follows.

• We develop a quantitative connection between stability and generalization for minimax problems.
We also introduce generalized Lipschitz-type conditions on the bias and gradient estimators, based
on which we develop rather general stability bounds of biased stochastic gradient methods for
minimax problems, showing how the bias, gradient estimators and step size affect the generalization
performance.

• We show the generalized Lipschitz-type conditions hold for both Zeroth-order SGDA and Clipped-
SGDA. Then, we derive the first stability and generalization bounds for Zeroth-order SGDA and
Clipped-SGDA, both of which match bounds of SGDA under mild conditions on the smooth-
ing/clipping parameter.

• Our stability analysis relaxes the bounded gradient assumption [30] to a bounded second moment
condition. Furthermore, for both Zeroth-order SGDA and Clipped-SGDA, we combine the stability
and convergence analysis to give optimal excess risk bounds of order O(1/

√
n), where n is the

sample size.

2 Related Work

Stability and Generalization. Algorithmic stability measures how robust an algorithm is to small
perturbations in training data. Bousquet and Elisseeff [7] introduced the concept of uniform stability,
which is widely used to develop high-probability generalization bounds [8, 19]. Additionally,
uniform stability was weakened to study generalization bounds in expectation, including the on-
average stability [47]. Another pivotal advance came from Hardt et al. [23], which pioneered the
stability analysis of SGD. This work motivates many stability analyses of stochastic optimization
algorithms [4, 26, 29, 31, 51, 59]. Some work studied the stability and generalization of biased
stochastic gradient methods such as zeroth-order SGD and clipped-SGD [34, 41, 56].

For minimax problems, Zhang et al. [58] used argument stability to study generalization of empirical
saddle points for strongly-convex-strongly-concave problems. Farnia and Ozdaglar [18] used uniform
stability to study generalization of several minimax optimization algorithms such as GDA, GDmax,
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and proximal point method. Lei et al. [30] gave high-probability bounds of SGDA for convex-concave
problems. Zhang et al. [59] introduced uniform primal (argument) stability to study the generalization
behavior of SGDA for nonconvex-concave problems.

Biased Stochastic Gradient Methods for Minimax Problems. Now we turn to analyses of biased
stochastic gradient methods for minimax problems. First, biased stochastic gradient methods for
minimization have been well studied. The works [3, 14, 16, 24, 49] developed a general framework
to study biased stochastic gradient methods for minimization problems, which covers many popular
methods such as Zeroth-order SGD, distributed optimization with biased compression operators, and
SGD with delayed gradients. Second, (unbiased) stochastic gradient methods for minimax problems
have also been well studied. For example, the convergence analysis of SGDA and its variants has been
widely studied for convex-concave [38], strongly-convex-strongly-concave [42], nonconvex-strongly-
concave [32, 36], nonconvex-concave [54] and nonconvex-nonconcave problems [33, 54]. These
convergence analyses were extended to minimax gradient methods with biased gradient estimates,
including Zeroth-order SGDA [6, 53] and Clipped-SGDA [22]. To our knowledge, there are no
existing generalization analyses of these biased gradient methods for minimax problems.

3 Problem Formulation

Let P be a probability measure defined on a sample space Z . For minimax learning, we aim to learn
two parameters w ∈ W and v ∈ V , where W and V are parameter spaces in Rd. The performance of
a pair (w,v) on an example z can be quantified by f(w,v; z), where f : W ×V ×Z → R is a loss
function. We aim to find the best model (w∗,v∗) by solving the minimax optimization problem:

min
w∈W

max
v∈V

F (w,v) := Ez∼P[f(w,v; z)], (3.1)

where Ez[·] means the expectation with respect to (w.r.t.) z. In practice, we do not know P but instead
have access to a dataset S = {z1, . . . , zn} independently drawn from P. Then, we approximate F
by an empirical risk FS(w,v) := 1

n

∑n
i=1 f(w,v; zi). We apply a (randomized) algorithm A to the

dataset S and get a model A(S) := (Aw(S), Av(S)) ∈ W × V as an approximate solution of the
problem (3.1). While an algorithm A often finds a model A(S) with a good performance on training,
it may not generalize well to a test dataset due to the limited number of training examples. This leads
to an important concept called the generalization gap as the difference between testing and training.

Since minimax problems involve both minimization and maximization, there are several performance
measures to quantify the behavior of A(S), including the strong primal-dual risk, weak primal-dual
risk, and primal risk [30, 58]. We focus on the weak primal-dual risk, which is widely used in the
literature [5, 18, 30, 58]. Let E[·] denote the expectation w.r.t. both the algorithm A and dataset S.
Denote by BR = {w ∈ Rd : ∥w∥2 ≤ R} a ball of radius R.

Definition 1 (Weak Primal-Dual Risk). Let w,v be two random variables, which can be the output
model for applying the algorithm A on the dataset S. The weak Primal-Dual (PD) population risk of
a model (w,v) is defined as

△w(w,v) = sup
v′∈V

Ew

[
F (w,v′)

]
− inf

w′∈W
Ev

[
F (w′,v)

]
,

which is a deterministic quantity that depends only on the distributions of w and v (we abuse the
notation △w(w,v) to indicate the dependency on the distribution of w,v rather than the models).

A standard approach to estimate population risk is to decompose it into a generalization gap and an
optimization error [30, 61]

∆w(w,v) = (∆w(w,v)−∆w
S (w,v)) + ∆w

S (w,v),

where we refer to

△w
S (w,v) = sup

v′∈V
E
[
FS(w,v′)

]
− inf

w′∈W
E
[
FS(w

′,v)
]

as the weak PD optimization error of the model (w,v), and refer to △w(w,v) − △w
S (w,v) as

the weak PD generalization gap. The generalization gap quantifies the difference between training
and testing for the output model, while the optimization error measures the training suboptimality
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of the output model as compared to the best model. We will use algorithmic stability to study the
generalization gap and use optimization theory to study the optimization error.

We now introduce some definitions and assumptions. Denote by ∥ · ∥2 the Euclidean norm, and ⟨·, ·⟩
the dot product in Rd.
Definition 2. A function g : W 7→ R is said to be convex if for all w,w′ ∈ W , g(w) ≥ g (w′) +
⟨w −w′,∇g (w′)⟩, where ∇ is the gradient operator. We say g is concave if −g is convex.
Definition 3 (Convexity-concavity). Let g : W × V 7→ R. We say g is convex-concave if for any
v ∈ V , the map w 7→ g(w,v) is convex and for any w ∈ W , the map v 7→ g(w,v) is concave.

Our analysis relies on an L-smoothness assumption and a bounded second moment assumption. A
related assumption is the bounded gradient (also called the Lipschitzness) assumption, meaning that
∥∇wf(w,v; z)∥2 ≤ G and ∥∇vf(w,v; z)∥2 ≤ G for all z ∈ Z,w ∈ W,v ∈ V . This assumption
was widely used in the generalization analysis of minimax optimization problems [5, 18, 30, 59]. We
relax this assumption to a bounded second moment assumption.
Assumption 1. Let L > 0. For any z, we assume the function (w,v) 7→ f(w,v; z) is L-smooth,
i.e., the following inequality holds for all w,w′ ∈ W,v,v′ ∈ V and z ∈ Z∥∥∥∥(∇wf(w,v; z)−∇wf(w′,v′; z)

∇vf(w,v; z)−∇vf(w
′,v′; z)

)∥∥∥∥
2

≤L

∥∥∥∥(w−w′

v−v′

)∥∥∥∥
2

.

Assumption 2. For any w ∈ W,v ∈ V , we impose the following bounded second moment condition
Er[∥∇wf(Aw(S),v; zr)∥22]≤G2

S,A, Er[∥∇vf(w, Av(S); zr)∥22]≤G2
S,A,

where r follows the uniform distribution over [n], GS,A > 0 is a constant depending on the dataset
S and algorithm A, and E[G2

S,A] < ∞.

4 Stability & Generalization of Biased SGDA

4.1 Connecting Stability and Generalization

Algorithmic stability is a fundamental concept for studying the generalization gap. We say two
datasets are neighboring datasets if they differ by a single example.
Definition 4. Let S = {z1, . . . , zn} , S′ = {z′1, . . . , z′n} be drawn independently from P. For any
i ∈ [n], define S(i) = {z1, . . . , zi−1, z

′
i, zi+1, . . . , zn} as the neighboring dataset by replacing the

i-th element of S with z′i.

Our first result is a connection between generalization gap and algorithmic stability. We use the
argument stability [30] to quantify the sensitivity of an algorithm w.r.t. the perturbation of the dataset.
Definition 5 (Algorithmic Stability). Let S and S(i) be defined in Definition 4. Let A be a randomized
algorithm and ϵ > 0. We say A is ϵ-argument-stable in expectation if

ES,S′,A

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥(Aw(S)−Aw(S(i))
Av(S)−Av(S

(i))

)∥∥∥∥2
2

]
≤ ϵ2.

Theorem 1. Let A be a randomized algorithm and ϵ > 0. If A is ϵ-argument-stable in expectation
and Assumptions 1, 2 hold, then the weak PD generalization error of (Aw(S), Av(S)) satisfies

△w(Aw(S), Av(S))−△w
S (Aw(S), Av(S)) ≤ Lϵ2/2 +

√
2E[G2

S,A]ϵ.

Remark 1. To our best knowledge, all existing generalization analyses of minimax problems impose
a G-Lipschitzness assumption [5, 18, 30, 59], which is also used in convergence analyses of biased-
SGDA. By using this assumption, the work [30] showed that

△w(Aw(S), Av(S))−△w
S (Aw(S), Av(S)) ≤ Gϵ. (4.1)

In comparison, we relax this bounded gradient assumption to the bounded second moment assumption
(Assumption 2). Instead, we also impose a smoothness assumption to achieve this relaxation from the
Lipschitzness assumption to the bounded second moment assumption. This additional assumption is
not restrictive since stability analysis often imposes a smoothness assumption to get effective stability
bounds [23]. We are mostly interested in the case with ϵ ≲ 13. Then, the bound in Theorem 1 is
dominated by the second term O(

√
E[G2

S,A]ϵ), which is of the same order as in Eq. (4.1).
3We say A ≲ B if there exists a universal constant C > 0 such that A ≤ BC. We denote A ≍ B if A ≲ B and B ≲ A.
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4.2 Biased-SGDA: Convex-Concave Case

We are interested in a general class of SGDA with biased gradient estimates g(wt,vt; zit) for
convex-concave minimax optimization problems (i.e., E[g(wt,vt; zit)|wt,vt, S] may not be equal
to ∇FS(wt,vt)), where g : W ×V × Rd → R2d, {(wt,vt)}t is a model sequence and it is drawn
from the uniform distribution over [n] := {1, . . . , n}, for any t ∈ [T ]. We consider a generalized bias,
where the bias is measured w.r.t. surrogate loss functions f̃1, f̃2 : W ×V ×Z 7→ R. The intuition is
that while g(wt,vt; zit) may be a biased estimator of ∇FS(wt,vt), it can be an unbiased estimator
of ∇F̃S(wt,vt) = (∇wF̃1,S(wt,vt),∇vF̃2,S(wt,vt))

⊤, where we define F̃1,S , F̃2,S as follows

F̃j,S(w,v) :=
1

n

n∑
i=1

f̃j(w,v; zi), j = 1, 2. (4.2)

A closely related construction can be found in the work [56], where they use the surrogate loss to
analyze the stability of biased SGD for minimization problems. We extend this idea to the minimax
setting through two surrogate losses f̃1(w,v; z) and f̃2(w,v; z), where f̃1 and f̃2 can be different.
As we will show later, this flexibility works well for Zeroth-order SGDA to get 0 bias, where the
smoothing parameters can be different in the primal and dual variables.
Definition 6 (Biased-SGDA). Let w1 = 0 ∈ W and v1 = 0 ∈ V be the initial point. Let
ProjW(·) and ProjV(·) denote the projection onto W and V , respectively. Let {ηt}t be a positive
stepsize sequence. At each iteration, we randomly draw it from the uniform distribution over
[n] := {1, 2, . . . , n} and update{

wt+1 = ProjW(wt − ηtgw(wt,vt; zit)),

vt+1 = ProjV(vt + ηtgv(wt,vt; zit)),
(4.3)

where g(wt,vt; zit) = (gw(wt,vt; zit), gv(wt,vt; zit))
⊤ is a (biased) estimator of ∇F̃S(wt,vt) =

(∇wF̃1,S(wt,vt),∇vF̃2,S(wt,vt))
⊤.

Define z
(i)
it

= zit if it ̸= i and z
(i)
it

= z′i if it = i. We apply the same algorithm to S(i) and update{
w

(i)
t+1 = ProjW(w

(i)
t − ηtgw(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)),

v
(i)
t+1 = ProjV(v

(i)
t + ηtgv(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)).
(4.4)

Then, we define the bias bt = (bt,w, bt,v) as follows{
bt = Et[g(wt,vt; zit)]−∇F̃S(wt,vt),

b
(i)
t =Et[g(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)]−∇F̃S(i)(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ),

(4.5)

where Et := E
[
·
∣∣wt,w

(j)
t ,vt,v

(j)
t , S, S′, j ∈ [n]

]
.

Our main result is a general stability bound of Biased-SGDA for convex-concave problems. To this
aim, we impose some generalized Lipschitz-type assumptions as shown in Eqs. (4.6), (4.7) and (4.8).
Eq. (4.6) and Eq. (4.7) control the change rate of the gradient estimate and bias versus the change of
the arguments, respectively. Eq. (4.8) controls the change rate of the surrogate function’s gradient. As
we will show, these generalized Lipschitz-type assumptions hold for various Biased-SGDA methods.
Theorem 2. Assume for all z, the map (w,v) 7→ f̃j(w,v; z) is convex-concave, j = 1, 2. Let A be
Biased-SGDA (4.3) with t iterations. Assume there exist A, Ā ≥ 0, B, B̄ ≥ 0 and G̃ ≥ 0 such that

E

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
gw(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)−gw(wt,vt; zit)

gv(wt,vt; zit)−gv(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]
≤E

[
A

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
wt−w

(i)
t

vt−v
(i)
t

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

+B

]
, (4.6)

E

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
bt,w−b

(i)
t,w

b
(i)
t,v−bt,v

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]
≤E

[
Ā

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
wt−w

(i)
t

vt−v
(i)
t

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

+B̄

]
, (4.7)

E

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
∇wf̃1(wt,vt; zi)−∇wf̃1(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)

∇vf̃2(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)−∇vf̃2(wt,vt; zi)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]
≤ G̃2. (4.8)

If ηt = η with Aη2 + 2Ā
1
2 η ≤ 1/T , then A is

(
2η

√
BT + 4

(√
B̄ + G̃

n

)
ηT
)
-argument-stable in

expectation.
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Remark 2. A notable property of Theorem 2 is that it applies to a rather general biased gradient
descent ascent method, with the bias defined w.r.t. a surrogate function. Note that we do not need
to compute the surrogate function in the implementation of the algorithm. To study the stability of
any specific algorithm, one just needs to verify the generalized Lipschitzness condition, and plug the
corresponding A,B, Ā, B̄, G̃ into Theorem 2 to immediately get the stability bounds. The assumption
Aη2 + 2Ā ≤ 1

T holds if we choose a sufficiently small stepsize η ≲ 1/
√
AT and Ā ≲ 1/T , which,

as we will see, is the case for SGDA, Zeroth-order SGDA, and Clipped-SGDA. It is clear that the
stability bound involves both B and B̄. The factor in front of

√
B is η

√
T , while the factor in front of√

B̄ is ηT . Therefore, the bias has larger impacts (as compared to gradient estimates) on the stability.
To get meaningful stability bounds, we require small B and B̄, which is the case for Zeroth-order
SGDA and Clipped-SGDA. In particular, as we will show, we can set B̄ = 0 for zeroth-order SGDA
by developing an appropriate surrogate function.

5 Applications

This section shows the effectiveness of our general stability bound in Section 4.2 by applying it to
SGDA, Zeroth-order SGDA, and Clipped-SGDA. Before presenting our stability bounds of these
specific algorithms, we consider another bounded second moment assumption, which is stronger than
Assumption 2 (see by substituting w = Aw(S), v = Av(S)). Assumption 3 is still weaker than
the Lipschitzness assumption: for f(w; z) = zw with z ∼ N (0, 1), one may take G2

S = 1
n

∑n
i=1 z

2
i

with E[G2
S ] = 1, while ∥∇f∥ is unbounded.

Assumption 3. Let r follow from the uniform distribution over [n]. Suppose for any w ∈ W,v ∈ V ,
there exists a data-dependent constant GS such that (E[G2

S ] < ∞)

max
{
Er[∥∇wf(w,v; zr)∥22],Er[∥∇vf(w,v; zr)∥22]

}
≤G2

S .

Define w̄T =
∑T

t=1(ηtwt)/
∑T

t=1 ηt, v̄T =
∑T

t=1(ηtvt)/
∑T

t=1 ηt.

Table 1: Excess risk bounds of Zeroth-order SGDA and Clipped-SGDA for convex-concave and
smooth problems. For brevity, we assume ηt = η and indicate the dependency on n,L,G,R. For

Zeroth-order SGDA, we take K ≍ d and a sufficiently small µ, i.e., µ = (µ2
1 + µ2

2)
1
2 ≲

√
E[G2

S ]

L
√
n

. We

take τ1, τ2 ≍ L
1
2GT

1
2 for Clipped-SGDA under Assumption 3 with GS ≤ G for some G > 0.

Algorithm Reference Step size Iteration number Excess risk bound

Zeroth-order SGDA Remark 7 η ≍ 1/(L
√
T ) T ≍ n

E[G2
S ]/L+LR2

√
n

Clipped-SGDA Remark 9 η ≍ 1/(L
√
T ) T ≍ n G2/L+LR2+G2/L2

√
n

5.1 SGDA

We first consider SGDA with no bias, and our aim is to verify the effectiveness of our general result
by recovering the existing results on the classical SGDA in Lei et al. [30]. For SGDA, wt+1,vt+1

are produced by Eq. (4.3) with{
gw(wt,vt; zit) = ∇wf(wt,vt; zit),

gv(wt,vt; zit) = ∇vf(wt,vt; zit).
(5.1)

It is clear g(wt,vt; zit) is an unbiased estimate of ∇FS(wt,vt) and then we have bt = 0 by setting
f̃1 = f̃2 = f .

Theorem 3 (Stability of SGDA). Assume ∀z, (w,v) 7→ f(w,v; z) is convex-concave . Let As-

sumption 1, 3 hold. If L2η2 ≤ 1
T , then SGDA is

4
√

2E[G2
S ]

√
n

η
(√

T + 2T/
√
n
)
-argument-stable in

expectation.
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Remark 3. Under a Ḡ-Lipschitzness assumption (i.e., ∥∇wf(w,v; z)∥2 ≤ Ḡ, ∥∇vf(w,v; z)∥2 ≤
Ḡ for all z), Lei et al. [30] shows that SGDA is

√
8e(1 + Ḡ

n )Ḡ exp ( 12L
2η2T )η

√
T√
n

-argument-stable
in expectation. In comparison, we relax the Lipschitzness assumption in Lei et al. [30] to the bounded
second moment assumption (Assumption 3). If n ≍ T and L2η2 ≤ 1/T , both our stability bound
and the existing bound [30] are of order η

√
T/n (ignoring the dependency on GS , Ḡ). Then, under a

milder assumption, our general analysis for biased stochastic gradient methods recovers the existing
stability bounds developed explicitly for SGDA.

5.2 Zeroth-order SGDA

We now consider Zeroth-order SGDA [6, 53], which is a computationally efficient method for
applications where explicit gradient is computationally infeasible, expensive, or impossible to
compute. For example, this is the case for generating adversarial examples with black-box deep neural
networks to test the adversarial robustness [11], and also for solving automated machine learning
tasks where the gradients w.r.t pipeline configuration parameters are infeasible to compute [52]. The
basic idea is to approximate the first-order gradients based only on function values.

In particular, for Zeroth-order SGDA, wt+1,vt+1 are produced by Eq. (4.3) with (u1,t,l,u2,t,l ∼
Unif(Sd−1) denotes the uniform distribution over the unit sphere in Rd){

gw(wt,vt; zit) =
1
K

∑K
l=1

f(wt+µ1u1,t,l,vt;zit )−f(wt−µ1u1,t,l,vt;zit )

2µ1/d
u1,t,l,

gv(wt,vt; zit) =
1
K

∑K
l=1

f(wt,vt+µ2u2,t,l;zit )−f(wt,vt−µ2u2,t,l;zit )

2µ2/d
u2,t,l,

(5.2)

where µ1, µ2 ∈ R+ are smoothing parameters determining the step size in approximating the gradient
of f . For simplicity, we omit the dependency on u1,t,l and u2,t,l in the notation of gw(wt,vt; zit)

and gv(wt,vt; zit). We also denote µ = (µ2
1 + µ2

2)
1/2 and assume d ≥ 2. The following lemma

justifies the effectiveness of the surrogate function. The first statement show that the surrogate
functions preserve the smoothness, convexity-concavity, and bounded second moment condition
(Assumption 3). While gw(w,v; z) and gv(w,v; z) are biased estimates of ∇wFS(w,v) and
∇vFS(w,v), the second statement shows that they are unbiased gradient estimates of the surrogate
functions. Then, the bias defined in Eq. (4.5) is 0. This shows the benefit of surrogate functions in
the stability analyses. Proofs are given in Section B.3.2.
Lemma 4. Consider the surrogate functions

f̃1(w,v; z) = Eu

[
f(w + µ1u,v; z)

]
, f̃2(w,v; z) = Eu

[
f(w,v + µ2u; z)

]
, (5.3)

where u ∼ Unif(Bd) with Unif(Bd) denoting the uniform distribution over the unit ball in Rd, and
we omit µ1, µ2 in f̃1, f̃2 for brevity.

• Assume for any z, (w,v) 7→ f(w,v; z) is convex-concave, smooth, and satisfies Assump-
tion 3. Then for any z, (w,v) 7→ f̃1(w,v; z) and (w,v) 7→ f̃2(w,v; z) are convex-
concave, smooth, and satisfy Assumption 3.

• Let g be defined in Eq. (5.2). Then, for any w ∈ W,v ∈ V , Eu[gw(w,v; z)] =

∇wf̃1(w,v; z) and Eu[gv(w,v; z)] = ∇vf̃2(w,v; z).

To apply Theorem 2, we will also show that Eq. (4.6) and Eq. (4.8) hold with appropriate A,B and G̃,
which are constructed in Lemma 21 and Lemma 18, proved in Section B.3.2. We then apply Lemma
21 and Lemma 18 to Theorem 2 to derive the stability bounds for Zeroth-order SGDA.
Theorem 5 (Stability of Zeroth-order SGDA). Assume for all z, the map (w,v) 7→ f(w,v; z)
is convex-concave. Let Assumptions 1, 3 hold. If L2(1 + 4d

K )η2 ≤ 1
T , Zeroth-order SGDA is

ϵ-argument-stable in expectation with

ϵ ≲
(√E[G2

S ]√
n

(
1 +

d
1
2

K
1
2

))
η
√
T +

√
E[G2

S ]

n
ηT.

Remark 4 (Comparison with SGDA). If we choose K ≍ d, then the conditions in Theorem 5 hold
with the standard choice η ≲ 1/(L

√
T ). The stability bound of Zeroth-order SGDA is of the same

order as the stability bound for SGDA in Theorem 3 in this case, which is also verified in our
experiments (Section A).
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Remark 5 (Parameter choices). The works [34, 41] study Zeroth-order SGD with a fast-decaying
step size ηt ≲ 1/t and require the smoothing parameter µ ≲ 1/(dn). More recently, [56] improves
their results with a milder condition η ≲ 1/

√
T , but still requires µ ≲ 1/(d

√
n). In comparison, we

conduct the first stability analysis for Zeroth-order SGDA under the same mild condition η ≲ 1/
√
T ,

and do not need any requirement for µ. We give the detailed comparison in Table 2.

Table 2: Stability Analysis for Zeroth-order Methods, G denotes the bounded gradient assumption
and GS denotes the bounded second moment assumption (Assumption 3), L denotes the smootheness
assumption (Liu et al. [34], Nikolakakis et al. [41], Zeng and Lei [56] consider Zeroth-order SGD).
We ignore all the factors independent of d,K, n, T, η.

Analysis η µ Assumption Bounds

Stability in [41] O( 1
t
) O( 1

d3/2n
) L,G O(T

n
)

Stability in [34] O( 1
t
) O( 1

dn
) L,G O(T

n
)

Stability in [56] O( 1√
T
) O( 1

d
√
n
) L O(

(1+
√

d/K)η
√
T√

n
+ ηT

n
)

Our stability O( 1√
T
) No requirement L,GS O(

(1+
√

d/K)η
√
T√

n
+ ηT

n
)

We now bound optimization errors for Zeroth-order SGDA with W = V = BR.
Lemma 6 (Optimization of Zeroth-order SGDA). Assume for all z, the function (w,v) 7→ f(w,v; z)
is convex-concave. Let Assumption 3 hold. If we choose the gradient estimator in Eq. (5.2), then

E[ sup
v∈BR

FS(w̄T ,v)− inf
w∈BR

FS(w, v̄T )] ≲
R2

ηT
+ (1 +

d

K
)E[G2

S ]η + µ
√
E[G2

S ].

Remark 6 (Comparison). Our optimization error recovers the results in existing works on the
convergence analysis of Zeroth-order methods [6, 17, 39, 48]. Furthermore, we show that when
K ≍ d, an optimization error of order 1/

√
T is achievable under dimension-independent choices of

η ≲ 1/
√
T , µ ≲ 1/

√
T , while the existing works require dimension-dependent parameters η, µ.

We now combine Theorem 5 and Lemma 6 to derive excess risk bounds for projected Zeroth-order
SGDA on BR.
Theorem 7 (Excess risk of Zeroth-order SGDA). Let assumptions and definitions in Theorem 1,
Theorem 5 and Lemma 6 hold. Assume

1

L
√
n
+

ηT

n
≲

1

L
. (5.4)

For R > 0, let △w,R(w,v) := supv′∈BR
E[F (w,v′)]− infw′∈BR

E[F (w′,v)]. Then,

∆w,R(w̄T , v̄T ) ≲
E[G2

S ]/L√
n

+
E[G2

S ]

n
ηT +

R2

ηT
+

E[G2
S ]

L2ηT
+ µ

√
E[G2

S ]. (5.5)

Remark 7 (Minimax-optimal excess risk). With our choice of µ ≲
√

E[G2
S ]

L
√
n

, Eq. (5.5) implies

∆w,R(w̄T , v̄T ) ≲
E[G2

S ]/L√
n

+
E[G2

S ]

n
ηT +

R2

ηT
+

E[G2
S ]

L2ηT
.

By choosing η ≍ 1/(L
√
T ) with a sufficiently small universal constant and T ≍ n, this further yields

∆w,R(w̄T , v̄T ) ≲
E[G2

S ]/L+ LR2

√
n

.

That is, our analysis gives an excess risk bound of order 1/
√
n, which has the minimax-optimal

dependence on the sample size n. To our knowledge, this gives the first optimal risk bounds for
Zeroth-order SGDA. It is clear that Eq. (5.4) holds under our choices of η and T . Moreover, if we take
K ≍ d, then our parameter choice shows L2(1 + d

K )η2 ≲ 1
T which is consistent with the condition

L2(1 + 4d
K )η2 ≤ 1

T required in Theorem 5.
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Table 3: Excess Risk Analysis for Zeroth-order Methods, GS denotes the bounded second moment
assumption, and L denotes the smootheness assumption (Zeng and Lei [56] consider Zeroth-order
SGD).

Analysis η µ Assumption Bounds

Excess risk in [56] O

(√
K/d√
n

)
O( 1

d
√

n
) L O(n−1/2)

Our excess risk bound O

(√
K/d√
n

)
O( 1√

n
) L,GS O(n−1/2)

5.3 Clipped-SGDA

Gradient clipping is known to alleviate the problem of exploding gradients in recurrent neural
networks. Clipped-SGDA [22] applies the clipping operator clip(v, τ) := vmin(1, τ/∥v∥2) with
the clipping parameter τ to the gradient estimator. Specifically, for Clipped-SGDA, wt+1,vt+1 are
produced by Eq. (4.3) with{

gw(wt,vt; zit) = clip(∇wf(wt,vt; zit), τ1),

gv(wt,vt; zit) = clip(∇vf(wt,vt; zit), τ2),
(5.6)

where τ1, τ2 > 0 are clipping parameters.

By clipping gradients, Clipped-SGDA improves the robustness and has found successful applications,
e.g., training GPT models [9] and differentially private algorithms [1]. To apply our general results to
Clipped-SGDA, we verify Eq. (4.6) and Eq. (4.7) in Lemma 25 and Lemma 30, proved in Section
B.3.3. We always assume f̃1 = f̃2 = f , by which we can easily show that Eq. (4.8) holds with
G̃ = 2

√
2E[G2

S ]. We then apply Lemma 25 and Lemma 30 to Theorem 2, and get the stability
bounds for Clipped-SGDA.
Theorem 8 (Stability of Clippeed-SGDA). Assume for all z, the function (w,v) 7→ f(w,v; z)
is convex-concave. Let Assumptions 1, 3 hold with GS ≤ G for some G > 0. For η, τ1, τ2
satisfying L2η2 + 4

√
2LG2( 1

τ2
1
+ 1

τ2
2
)η ≤ 1

T , Clipped-SGDA is ϵ-argument-stable in expectation

with ϵ ≲ GηT/n+Gη
√
T/

√
n.

Remark 8. If we choose τ1, τ2 ≳ GT
1
4 and η ≲ 1/(L

√
T ), then the conditions in Theorem 8 hold.

It is clear that the stability bound of Clipped-SGDA is of the same order as the stability bound for
SGDA in Theorem 3, which is also verified in our experiments (Section A).

We now control optimization errors for Clipped-SGDA. Analogous to Lemma 6, we consider projected
Clipped-SGDA on BR.
Lemma 9 (Optimization error for Clipped-SGDA). Assume for all z, the map (w,v) 7→ f(w,v; z)
is convex-concave. Let Assumptions 1, 3 hold with GS ≤ G for some G > 0. Assume G ≲ τ1 and
G ≲ τ2. If we choose gradient estimator in Eq. (5.6), then

E
[
sup
v∈BR

FS(w̄T ,v)− inf
w∈BR

FS(w, v̄T )
]
≲

R2

ηT
+G2η +G4(τ−2

1 + τ−2
2 )ηT.

We now combine Theorem 8 and Lemma 9 to get the following risk bounds for projected Clipped-
SGDA on BR. Recall ∆w,R as defined in Theorem 7.
Theorem 10. Let assumptions and definitions in Theorem 1, Theorem 8 and Lemma 9 hold. Then,

∆w,R(w̄T , v̄T ) ≲
LG2η2T 2

n2
+

LG2η2T

n
+

G2ηT

n
+

G2η
√
T√

n
+

R2

ηT
+G2η +G4(τ−2

1 + τ−2
2 )ηT.

Remark 9 (Minimax optimal excess risk). Setting τ1, τ2 ≍ L
1
2GT

1
2 similarly to Clipped-SGD [40]),

Theorem 10 implies

∆w,R(w̄T , v̄T ) ≲
LG2η2T 2

n2
+

LG2η2T

n
+

G2ηT

n
+

G2η
√
T√

n
+

R2

ηT
+G2η +

G2

L
ηT.
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By choosing η ≍ 1/(L
√
T ) and T ≍ n, this further yields

∆w,R(w̄T , v̄T ) ≲ (G2/L+R2L+G2/L2)/
√
n.

That is, our analysis gives excess risk rates of order 1/
√
n. This shows our generalization analysis

of general biased gradient methods implies optimal excess risk bounds for Clipped-SGDA. With
our choices of τ1, τ2, η, it is clear that L2η2 + LG2

(
1
τ2
1
+ 1

τ2
2

)
η ≲ 1/T, which is consistent with

condition L2η2 + 4
√
2LG2( 1

τ2
1
+ 1

τ2
2
)η ≤ 1

T in Theorem 8.

6 Future work

There are some interesting problems for further study. First, it is interesting to apply our framework
to other biased minimax optimization methods such as decentralized SGDA [61]. Second, as we
only consider the convex-concave problem, it is interesting to extend our analysis to strongly-convex-
strongly-concave [42], nonconvex-strongly-concave [32, 36] and [32, 36, 43] nonconvex-concave
problems [54]. Furthermore, we can extend our work to minimax problems with neural networks,
which satisfy the ρ-weak-convexity-weak-concavity assumption [30], with the parameter ρ decaying
as the order of 1/

√
m (m is the network width) [44].

Impact Statements

This paper presents work whose goal is to advance the field of machine learning. There are many
potential societal consequences of our work, none of which we feel must be specifically highlighted
here.
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A Experiments

In this section, we report experimental results to verify our theoretical findings. Our code is available
here. Our experimental setup follows the work [30]. Specifically, we consider the Area Under ROC
Curve (AUC) maximization problem, which can be formulated as a minimax problem [55]:

min
(w,a,b)∈Rd+2

max
α∈R

E[f(w, a, b, α; z)],

where f(w, a, b, α; z) = (h(w;x) − a)2I[y=1]/p + (h(w;x) − b)2I[y=−1]/(1 − p) + 2(1 −
α)h(w;x)(I[y=−1]/(1−p)− I[y=1]/p)−α2, h(w;x) denotes a scoring function, p = P[y = 1], and
I[·] is the indicator function. We use three datasets from Chang and Lin [10]: svmguide3, sonar, and
DNA. For each training dataset S, we build a neighboring dataset S′ by changing its last example. We
then apply SGDA, Zeroth-order SGDA, and Clipped SGDA to both S and S′ to get model sequences
{(wt,vt)} and {(w′

t,v
′
t)}. We then evaluate the stability and generalization error of these algorithms

along the training process by the Euclidean distance ∆t = (∥wt −w′
t∥22 + ∥vt − v′

t∥22)
1
2 and Test

AUC (AUC on the test dataset).
For each method applied to each data, we use ηt = η/

√
T with η ∈ {0.01, 0.03, 0.05}, repeat the

experiments 25 times to ensure reliability, and show results with mean and standard deviation. We
choose µ1 = µ2 = 0.0001,K = d (21 for svmguide3, 60 for sonar and 180 for DNA) defined in
Eq. (5.2) for Zeroth-order SGDA, and τ1 = τ2 = 0.5(svmguide3), 0.1(sonar,DNA) defined in
Eq. (5.6) for Clipped-SGDA. We use the number of passes to denote the iteration number divided
by the training sample size. As shown in Figure 1, ∆t of SGDA, Zeroth-order SGDA, and Clipped-
SGDA increase along the training process and appear to be comparable (note that ∆t of Zeroth-order
SGDA is slightly larger due to the scalar d in the definition of gradient estimators of Zeroth-order
SGDA in Eq. (5.2)), which verifies our theoretical findings in Theorem 5 and Theorem 8. As shown
in Figure 2, the generalization errors of SGDA, Zeroth-order SGDA, and Clipped-SGDA also appear
to be comparable, which verifies our theoretical findings in Theorem 7 and Theorem 10.
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Figure 1: ∆t versus the number of passes for different datasets (svmguide3, sonar, DNA) and
η ∈ {0.01, 0.03, 0.05}.
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Figure 2: Test AUC versus # of passes for different datasets (svmguide3, sonar, dna) and η ∈
{0.01, 0.03, 0.05}.

We also consider the stability of biased stochastic gradient methods for a nonconvex-nonconcave
problem: GAN [21] on the MNIST [27], CIFAR-10 [25], and CelebA [35] datasets. We conduct
the experiments with one NVIDIA GeForce RTX 3090 24GB GPU. We use ηt = 0.0002, choose
µ1 = µ2 = 0.0001,K ≍ d for Zeroth-order SGDA, and clipping parameter τ1 = τ2 = 1 in Eq. (5.6)
for Clipped-SGDA. As shown in Figure 3, ∆t of SGDA, Zeroth-order SGDA, and Clipped-SGDA
increase along the training process and also appear to be comparable. Interestingly, the stability of
Clipped-SGDA outperforms that of SGDA in this case.

We further study the parameter sensitivity to the smoothing parameter µ and clipping threshold τ .
Figure 4 shows that the stability of Zeroth-order SGDA is independent of the choice of µ, and that the

generalization error of it matches that of SGDA when µ ≲
√

E[G2
S ]

L
√
n

, verifying our theoretical findings
in Remark 5 and Remark 7. Figure 5 shows that the stability and generalization error of Clipped
SGDA match that of SGDA when τ1, τ2 ≳ GT

1
4 and η ≲ 1/

√
T , verifying our theoretical findings

in Remark 8 and Remark 9.
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Figure 3: ∆t versus # of passes. Left: generator, right: discriminator. η = 0.0002, K = 300,
µ1 = µ2 = 0.0001, τ1 = τ2 = 1.

B Proof

B.1 Proof on Connecting Stability and Generalization

In this section, we present the proof of our results on connecting stability and generalization.

Proof of Theorem 1. Let S = {z1, . . . , zn} and S′ = {z′1, . . . , z′n} be two datasets drawn from the
same distribution. For any i ∈ [n], define S(i) = {z1, . . . , zi−1, z

′
i, zi+1, . . . , zn}. For any function

g, G̃, we have the basic inequalities

sup
w

g(w)− sup
w

G̃(w) ≤ sup
w

(
g(w)− G̃(w)

)
inf
w

g(w)− inf
w

G̃(w) ≤ sup
w

(
g(w)− G̃(w)

)
.

(B.1)
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(a) Euclidean distance ∆t (b) Test AUC

Figure 4: Parameter sensitivity of Zeroth-order SGDA w.r.t. the smoothing parameter µ on
svmguide3: (a) ∆t versus # of passes; (b) Test AUC versus # of passes. η = 0.01.

(a) Euclidean distance ∆t (b) Test AUC

Figure 5: Parameter sensitivity of Clipped-SGDA w.r.t. the clipping threshold τ on svmguide3: (a)
∆t versus # of passes; (b) Test AUC versus # of passes. η = 0.01.

It follows from (B.1) that

△w(Aw(S), Av(S))−△w
S (Aw(S), Av(S)) ≤ sup

v′∈V
E[F (Aw(S),v′)− FS(Aw(S),v′)]

+ sup
w′∈W

E[FS(w
′, Av(S))− F (w′, Av(S))]. (B.2)

According to the symmetry between zi and z′i we know

E[F (Aw(S),v′)− FS(Aw(S),v′)] =
1

n

n∑
i=1

E[F (Aw(S(i)),v′)]− E[FS(Aw(S),v′)]

=
1

n

n∑
i=1

E
[
f(Aw(S(i)),v′; zi)− f(Aw(S),v′; zi)

]
,

where the second identity holds since zi is not used to train Aw(S(i)). In a similar way, we can prove

E[FS(w
′, Av(S))− F (w′, Av(S))] =

1

n

n∑
i=1

[
f(w′, Av(S

(i)); zi)− f(w′, Av(S); zi)
]
.

As a combination of the above three inequalities we get

△w(Aw(S), Av(S))−△w
S (Aw(S), Av(S)) ≤ sup

v′∈V

[ 1
n

n∑
i=1

E
[
f(Aw(S(i)),v′; zi)−f(Aw(S),v′; zi)

]]
+ sup

w′∈W

[ 1
n

n∑
i=1

E
[
f(w′, Av(S

(i)); zi)− f(w′, Av(S); zi)
]]
. (B.3)
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According to Assumption 1, we know

f(Aw(S(i)),v′; zi)−f(Aw(S),v′; zi) ≤
〈(

Aw(S(i))−Aw(S)
v′ − v′

)
,

(
∇wf(Aw(S),v′; zi)
∇vf(Aw(S),v′; zi)

)〉
+

L

2

∥∥∥∥(Aw(S(i))−Aw(S)
v′ − v′

)∥∥∥∥2
2

=
〈
Aw(S(i))−Aw(S),∇wf(Aw(S),v′; zi)

〉
+
L

2

∥∥Aw(S(i))−Aw(S)
∥∥2
2
.

According to Schwartz’s inequality we know for any γ > 0,〈
Aw(S(i))−Aw(S),∇wf(Aw(S),v′; zi)

〉
≤
∥∥Aw(S(i))−Aw(S)

∥∥
2

∥∥∇wf(Aw(S),v′; zi)
∥∥
2

≤ γ

2

∥∥Aw(S(i))−Aw(S)
∥∥2
2
+

1

2γ

∥∥∇wf(Aw(S),v′; zi)
∥∥2
2
.

Therefore,

E[f(Aw(S(i)),v′; zi)− f(Aw(S),v′; zi)] ≤
L+ γ

2
E
[∥∥Aw(S(i))−Aw(S)

∥∥2
2

]
+

1

2γ
E
[∥∥∇wf(Aw(S),v′; zi)

∥∥2
2

]
.

Similarly, we have

E
[
f(w′, Av(S

(i)); zi)− f(w′, Av(S); zi)
]]

≤ L+ γ

2
E
[∥∥Av(S

(i))−Av(S)
∥∥2
2

]
+

1

2γ
E
[∥∥∇vf(w

′, Av(S); zi)
∥∥2
2

]
.

Combining the above two inequalities with Eq. (B.3), we have

△w(Aw(S), Av(S))−△w
S (Aw(S), Av(S)) ≤

L+ γ

2n

n∑
i=1

E
[∥∥∥∥(Aw(S(i))−Aw(S)

Av(S
(i))−Av(S)

)∥∥∥∥2
2

]

+
1

2γ
sup
v′∈V

E
[ 1
n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∇wf(Aw(S),v′; zi)
∥∥2
2

]
+

1

2γ
sup

w′∈W
E
[ 1
n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∇vf(w
′, Av(S); zi)

∥∥2
2

]
.

Using the fact that (Assumption 2)

1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∇wf(Aw(S),v′; zi)
∥∥2
2
= Er[∥∇wf(Aw(S),v′;Sr)∥22] ≤ G2

S,A,

1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∇vf(w
′, Av(S); zi)

∥∥2
2
= Er[∥∇vf(w

′, Av(S);Sr)∥22] ≤ G2
S,A,

we further get

△w(Aw(S), Av(S))−△w
S (Aw(S), Av(S)) ≤

L+ γ

2n

n∑
i=1

E
[∥∥∥∥(Aw(S(i))−Aw(S)

Av(S
(i))−Av(S)

)∥∥∥∥2
2

]
+
E[G2

S,A]

γ
.

Since A is ϵ-argument-stable in expectation, we know

△w(Aw(S), Av(S))−△w
S (Aw(S), Av(S)) ≤

L+ γ

2
ϵ2 +

E[G2
S,A]

γ
.

If we choose γ =
√
2E[G2

S,A]/ϵ, then

△w(Aw(S), Av(S))−△w
S (Aw(S), Av(S)) ≤ Lϵ2/2 +

√
2E[G2

S,A]ϵ.

This completes the proof.
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B.2 Proofs on General Stability Bounds

In this section, we present the proof for our general stability bounds of Biased-SGDA under the
convex-concave case.

To prove Theorem 2, we require the following standard lemma [45], which shows the monotonicity
of the gradient map for convex-concave functions.
Lemma 11 ([45]). Let f be a convex-concave function. Then〈(

w −w′

v − v′

)
,

(
∇wf(w,v)−∇wf(w′,v′)
∇vf(w

′,v′)−∇vf(w,v)

)〉
≥ 0. (B.4)

Proof of Theorem 2. Let S = {z1, . . . , zn} and S(i) = {z1, . . . , zi−1, z
′
i, zi+1, . . . , zn}. Let

{wt,vt} and {w(i)
t ,v

(i)
t } be the sequence produced by (4.3) w.r.t. S and S(i), respectively. Note

that the projection step is nonexpansive, according to Eq. (4.3), Eq. (4.4), we know∥∥∥∥∥
(
wt+1 −w

(i)
t+1

vt+1 − v
(i)
t+1

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

≤
∥∥∥∥∥
(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

+ η2

∥∥∥∥∥
(
gw(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)− gw(wt,vt; zit)

gv(wt,vt; zit)− gv(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

− 2η

〈(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)
,

(
gw(wt,vt; zit)− gw(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)

gv(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)− gv(wt,vt; zit)

)〉
. (B.5)

Recall the definition of the bias as in Eq. (4.5). Taking a conditional expectation implies

Et

[∥∥∥∥∥
(
wt+1 −w

(i)
t+1

vt+1 − v
(i)
t+1

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]

≤
∥∥∥∥∥
(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

+ η2Et

[∥∥∥∥∥
(
gw(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)− gw(wt,vt; zit)

gv(wt,vt; zit)− gv(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]

− 2η

〈(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)
,

(
∇wF̃1,S(wt,vt) + bt,w −∇wF̃1,S(i)(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t )− b

(i)
t,w

∇vF̃2,S(i)(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ) + b

(i)
t,v −∇vF̃2,S(wt,vt)− bt,v

)〉
. (B.6)

We know

− 2η

〈(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)
,

(
∇wF̃1,S(wt,vt)−∇wF̃1,S(i)(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t )

∇vF̃2,S(i)(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t )−∇vF̃2,S(wt,vt)

)〉

= −2η

n

∑
j:j ̸=i

〈(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)
,

(
∇wf̃1(wt,vt; zj)−∇wf̃1(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; zj)

∇vf̃2(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; zj)−∇vf̃2(wt,vt; zj)

)〉

− 2η

n

〈(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)
,

(
∇wf̃1(wt,vt; zi)−∇wf̃1(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)

∇vf̃2(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)−∇vf̃2(wt,vt; zi)

)〉
.

Noting that f̃1, f̃2 are convex w.r.t. w and concave w.r.t v, it then follows from Lemma 11 and
Schwartz’s inequality that

− 2η

〈(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)
,

(
∇wF̃1,S(wt,vt)−∇wF̃1,S(i)(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t )

∇vF̃2,S(i)(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t )−∇vF̃2,S(wt,vt)

)〉

≤ 2η

n

∥∥∥∥∥
(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

∥∥∥∥∥
(
∇wf̃1(wt,vt; zi)−∇wf̃1(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)

∇vf̃2(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)−∇vf̃2(wt,vt; zi)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

. (B.7)

Using Schwarz’s inequality, we also know

− 2η

〈(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)
,

(
bt,w − b

(i)
t,w

b
(i)
t,v − bt,v

)〉
≤ 2η

∥∥∥∥∥
(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

∥∥∥∥∥
(
bt,w − b

(i)
t,w

b
(i)
t,v − bt,v

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

. (B.8)
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Plugging Eq. (B.7) and Eq. (B.8) into Eq. (B.6), we know

Et

[∥∥∥∥∥
(
wt+1 −w

(i)
t+1

vt+1 − v
(i)
t+1

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]

≤
∥∥∥∥∥
(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

+ η2Et

[∥∥∥∥∥
(
gw(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)− gw(wt,vt; zit)

gv(wt,vt; zit)− gv(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]

+
2η

n

∥∥∥∥∥
(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

∥∥∥∥∥
(
∇wf̃1(wt,vt; zi)−∇wf̃1(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)

∇vf̃2(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)−∇vf̃2(wt,vt; zi)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

+ 2η

∥∥∥∥∥
(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

∥∥∥∥∥
(
bt,w − b

(i)
t,w

b
(i)
t,v − bt,v

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

.

Taking an average of i ∈ [n], and using the fact that
∑n

i=1 aibi ≤ (
∑n

i=1 a
2
i )

1
2 (
∑n

i=1 b
2
i )

1
2 , we get

Et

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
wt+1 −w

(i)
t+1

vt+1 − v
(i)
t+1

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]

≤ 1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

+ η2Et

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
gw(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)− gw(wt,vt; zit)

gv(wt,vt; zit)− gv(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]

+
2η

n

(
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

) 1
2
(
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
∇wf̃1(wt,vt; zi)−∇wf̃1(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)

∇vf̃2(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)−∇vf̃2(wt,vt; zi)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

) 1
2

+ 2η

(
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

) 1
2
(
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
bt,w − b

(i)
t,w

b
(i)
t,v − bt,v

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

) 1
2

.

Introduce

∆̄t =

(
1

n

n∑
i=1

E

[∥∥∥∥∥
(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]) 1
2

, ∀t ∈ [T ].

Taking the expectation to the above inequality and using the inequality E[XY ] ≤ (E[X2])
1
2 (E[Y 2])

1
2 ,

we have

∆̄2
t+1 ≤ ∆̄2

t + η2E

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
gw(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)− gw(wt,vt; zit)

gv(wt,vt; zit)− gv(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]

+
2η

n
∆̄t

(
E

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
∇wf̃1(wt,vt; zi)−∇wf̃1(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)

∇vf̃2(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)−∇vf̃2(wt,vt; zi)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]) 1
2

+ 2η∆̄t

(
E

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
bt,w − b

(i)
t,w

b
(i)
t,v − bt,v

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]) 1
2

.

Using conditions as in Eq. (4.6), Eq. (4.7) and Eq. (4.8), this further yields

∆̄2
t+1 ≤ (1 +Aη2 + 2Ā

1
2 η)∆̄2

t + 2η
(√

B̄ +
G̃

n

)
∆̄t + η2B.

Applying this inequality recursively and using the fact that ∆̄1 = 0 imply that

∆̄2
t+1 ≤ η2B

t∑
k=1

(1 +Aη2 + 2Ā
1
2 η)t−k + 2η

t∑
k=1

(√
B̄ +

G̃

n

)
∆̄k(1 +Aη2 + 2Ā

1
2 η)t−k

= η2B

(
1 +Aη2 + 2Ā

1
2 η
)t − 1

Aη2 + 2Ā
1
2 η

+ 2η

t∑
k=1

(√
B̄ +

G̃

n

)
∆̄k(1 +Aη2 + 2Ā

1
2 η)t−k.
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Since the above inequality applies for any t ∈ [T ], if we introduce ∆̄ = maxt≤T ∆̄t, we further get

∆̄2 ≤ η2B

(
1 +Aη2 + 2Ā

1
2 η
)T − 1

Aη2 + 2Ā
1
2 η

+ 2η
(√

B̄ +
G̃

n

)(1 +Aη2 + 2Ā
1
2 η
)T − 1

Aη2 + 2Ā
1
2 η

∆̄.

Note the right-hand side of the above inequality is an increasing function of Aη2 + 2Ā
1
2 η. By taking

η such that Aη2 + 2Ā
1
2 η ≤ 1

T in the above inequality and using (1 + 1/T )T ≤ e, we get

∆̄2 ≤ 2η2BT + 4η
(√

B̄ +
G̃

n

)
T ∆̄.

Solving the above quadratic inequality of ∆̄ implies that (if x2 ≤ ax + b for some a, b ≥ 0, then
x2 ≤ a2 + 2b)

∆̄2 ≤ 4Bη2T + 16
(√

B̄ +
G̃

n

)2
η2T 2.

The stated bound follows directly.

B.3 Proofs on Applications

In this section, we present stability bounds for the specific Biased-SGDA algorithms for the convex-
concave case. We first present a lemma that is often applied in our proof. This lemma shows the
condition Eq. (4.8) holds with G̃ = 2

√
2E[G2

S ] when we choose f̃1 = f̃2 = f .
Lemma 12. Under Assumption 3, we know

E

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
∇wf(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)−∇wf(wt,vt; zi)

∇vf(wt,vt; zi)−∇vf(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]
≤ 8E[G2

S ].

Proof. By the inequality that (a+ b)2 ≤ 2a2 + 2b2, we know∥∥∥∥∥
(
∇wf(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)−∇wf(wt,vt; zi)

∇vf(wt,vt; zi)−∇vf(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

=
∥∥∇wf(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)−∇wf(wt,vt; zi)

∥∥2
2
+
∥∥∇vf(wt,vt; zi)−∇vf(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)

∥∥2
2

≤ 2
(∥∥∇wf(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)

∥∥2
2
+
∥∥∇wf(wt,vt; zi)

∥∥2
2
+
∥∥∇vf(wt,vt; zi)

∥∥2
2
+
∥∥∇vf(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)

∥∥2
2

)
.

Taking the expectation of the above inequality, then taking an average of i ∈ [n], we get (r follows
the uniform distribution over [n])

E

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
∇wf(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)−∇wf(wt,vt; zi)

∇vf(wt,vt; zi)−∇vf(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]

≤ 4E
[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∇wf(wt,vt; zi)
∥∥2
2

]
+ 4E

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∇vf(wt,vt; zi)
∥∥2
2

]
= 4E

[
∥∇wf(wt,vt; zr)∥22

]
+ 4E

[
∥∇vf(wt,vt; zr)∥22

]
≤ 8E[G2

S ],

where we have used the identity

E[∥∇wf(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)∥22]=E[∥∇wf(wt,vt; zi)∥22],E[∥∇vf(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)∥22]=E[∥∇vf(wt,vt; zi)∥22]

in the first step, and Assumption 3 in the last step.

B.3.1 SGDA

In this subsection, we give the proofs for SGDA. We first prove Lemma 13 to show that Eq. (4.6),
Eq. (4.7) hold for SGDA.
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Lemma 13. Assume for all z, the function (w,v) 7→ f(w,v; z) is convex-concave. Let Assumption
1, 3 hold. If we choose the gradient estimator in Eq. (5.1) and f̃1 = f̃2 = f , then Eq. (4.6), Eq. (4.7)
hold with A = L2, B =

8E[G2
S ]

n , Ā = 0, B̄ = 0.

Proof of Lemma 13. Since bt = b
(i)
t = 0, it is clear that Eq. (4.7) holds with Ā = 0, B̄ = 0.

Furthermore, we have

E

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
gw(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)− gw(wt,vt; zit)

gv(wt,vt; zit)− gv(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]

= E

[
1

n2

n∑
i=1

∑
j:j ̸=i

∥∥∥∥∥
(
∇wf(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; zj)−∇wf(wt,vt; zj)

∇vf(wt,vt; zj)−∇vf(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; zj)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]

+ E

[
1

n2

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
∇wf(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)−∇wf(wt,vt; zi)

∇vf(wt,vt; zi)−∇vf(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]

≤ L2E

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]
+

8E[G2
S ]

n
, (B.9)

where we have used the fact that it follows the uniform distribution over [n] for the first step,
Assumption 1 and Lemma 12 for the last step. This shows Eq. (4.6) holds with A = L2, B =
8E[G2

S ]
n .

We then plug these estimates into Theorem 2 to immediately get Theorem 3. We omit the details for
brevity.

B.3.2 Zeroth-order SGDA

In this subsection, we give the proofs for Zeroth-order SGDA. Lemma 15 is a simple variant of
Lemma 1 in [41]. We give the proof for completeness.

Lemma 14. Let u ∈ Rd from Unif(Sd−1), then E[uu⊤] = 1
dId, where Id denotes the d-dimensional

identity matrix.

Proof. By definition, the uniform distribution on the unit sphere is rotationally invariant. That is, for
any orthogonal matrix R ∈ Rd, the random vectors Ru and u have the same distribution.
Define A = E[uu⊤] . We first show that A = cId for some constant c ∈ R.
For any orthogonal matrix R, using linearity of expectation and rotational invariance,

RAR⊤ = RE[uu⊤]R⊤ = E[Ru(Ru)⊤] = E[uu⊤] = A.

This implies that A commutes with all orthogonal matrices. Since any matrix that commutes with all
orthogonal matrices must be a scalar multiple of the identity, we conclude that A = cId for some
constant c.
Now we determine c. Since

tr(A) = tr
(
E[uu⊤]

)
= E

[
tr(uu⊤)

]
= E[u⊤u] = E[∥u∥22] = 1, and tr(A) = tr(cId) = cd,

we know c = 1
d . The result follows directly.

Lemma 15. Let ul ∈ Rd, l ∈ {1, 2 . . . ,K} be drawn independently from Unif(Sd−1). For every
random vector v ∈ Rd independent of all ul, l ∈ {1, 2 . . . ,K}, it is true that

Eu

[∥∥∥ 1

K

K∑
l=1

⟨v,ul⟩ul

∥∥∥2
2

]
=

1

K2

(K
d

+
K(K − 1)

d2

)
∥v∥22 =

K + d− 1

Kd2
∥v∥22,

where Eu[·] denotes the conditional expectation w.r.t. u1, . . . ,uK .
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Proof. For any fixed v ∈ Rd, we have∥∥∥ 1

K

K∑
l=1

⟨v,ul⟩ul

∥∥∥2
2
=

1

K2

[ K∑
l=1

E[(⟨v,ul⟩)2] +
∑
l ̸=m

E[⟨v,ul⟩⟨ul,um⟩⟨v,um⟩]
]
. (B.10)

For the first term in Eq. (B.10), we have

E[(⟨v,ul⟩)2] = v⊤E[ulu
⊤
l ]v =

1

d
∥v∥22,

where we use the fact that E[ulu
⊤
l ] =

1
dId from Lemma 14.

For the second term in Eq. (B.10), due to the independency of ul and um, we know

E[⟨v,ul⟩⟨ul,um⟩⟨v,um⟩] = E[(⟨v,ul⟩ul)
⊤] · E[⟨v,um⟩um] = (

1

d
v)⊤ · (1

d
v) =

1

d2
∥v∥22,

where we use the fact that E[(⟨v,u⟩u)] = 1
dv for any u from Unif(Sd−1). We plug the above two

identities back into Eq. (B.10), and derive

Eu

[∥∥∥ 1

K

K∑
l=1

⟨v,ul⟩ul

∥∥∥2
2

]
=

1

K2

(K
d

+
K(K − 1)

d2

)
∥v∥22 =

K + d− 1

Kd2
∥v∥22.

The proof is completed.

The following lemma is a direct application of Lemma 15, which is useful for our main results.
Lemma 16. Let u1,u2 ∈ Rd be drawn independently from Unif(Sd−1). For every random vector
v1 ∈ Rd independent of all u1 and v2 ∈ Rd independent of all u2, it is true that

Eu

[∥∥∥∥(v⊤
1 u1u1

v⊤
2 u2u2

)∥∥∥∥2
2

]
=

1

d

∥∥∥∥(v1

v2

)∥∥∥∥2
2

,

where Eu[·] denotes the conditional expectation w.r.t. u1,u2.

Proof. By Lemma 15 with K = 1, we derive

Eu

[∥∥∥∥(v⊤
1 u1u1

v⊤
2 u2u2

)∥∥∥∥2
2

]
= Eu1

[
∥v⊤

1 u1u1∥22
]
+ Eu2

[
∥v⊤

2 u2u2∥22
]
=

1

d
∥v1∥22 +

1

d
∥v2∥22.

The stated bound follows directly.

We now prove an important lemma which shows that f̃1, f̃2 preserve the smoothness, bounded second
moment condition, convexity, and concavity of f , and that g is an unbiased estimator.

Proof of Lemma 4. 1. Since for any z, w 7→ f(w,v; z) is convex, from Lemma 4.1 in Gao et al.
[20], we know w 7→ f̃1(w,v; z) is convex. Since for any z, v 7→ f(w,v; z) is concave, we
know v 7→ f̃1(w,v; z) is concave. Then, (w,v) 7→ f̃1(w,v; z) is convex-concave. Similarly,
(w,v) 7→ f̃2(w,v; z) is convex-concave.
Recall the surrogate functions

f̃1(w,v; z) = Eu∼Unif(Bd)

[
f(w + µ1u,v; z)

]
=

1

κ

∫
Bd

f(w + µ1u,v; z)du,

f̃2(w,v; z) = Eu∼Unif(Bd)

[
f(w,v + µ2u; z)

]
=

1

κ

∫
Bd

f(w,v + µ2u; z)du,

where κ is the volume of the ball Bd, we know

∇wf̃1(w,v; z) =
1

κ

∫
Bd

∇wf(w + µ1u,v; z)du, ∇wf̃2(w,v; z) =
1

κ

∫
Bd

∇wf(w,v + µ2u; z)du,

∇vf̃1(w,v; z) =
1

κ

∫
Bd

∇vf(w + µ1u,v; z)du, ∇vf̃2(w,v; z) =
1

κ

∫
Bd

∇vf(w,v + µ2u; z)du.
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Then for any w,w′ ∈ W and v,v′ ∈ V ,∥∥∥∥∥
(
∇wf̃1(w,v; z)−∇wf̃1(w

′,v′; z)

∇vf̃1(w,v; z)−∇vf̃1(w
′,v′; z)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

=

∥∥∥∥∥
(

1
κ

∫
Bd(∇wf(w + µ1u,v; z)−∇wf(w′ + µ1u,v

′; z))du
1
κ

∫
Bd(∇vf(w + µ1u,v; z)−∇vf(w

′ + µ1u,v
′; z))du

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

=

∥∥∥∥∥ 1κ
∫
Bd

(
∇wf(w + µ1u,v; z)−∇wf(w′ + µ1u,v

′; z)
∇vf(w + µ1u,v; z)−∇vf(w

′ + µ1u,v
′; z)

)
du

∥∥∥∥∥
2

≤ 1

κ

∫
Bd

∥∥∥∥(∇wf(w + µ1u,v; z)−∇wf(w′ + µ1u,v
′; z)

∇vf(w + µ1u,v; z)−∇vf(w
′ + µ1u,v

′; z)

)∥∥∥∥
2

du

≤L

∥∥∥∥(w−w′

v−v′

)∥∥∥∥
2

,

where we use Assumption 1 for the last step. In this way, we show that (w,v) 7→ f̃1(w,v; z) is
L-smooth, and similarly, (w,v) 7→ f̃2(w,v; z) is L-smooth.
We know

∇wf̃1(w,v;Sr) = ∇wEu[f(w + µ1u,v;Sr)] = Eu[∇wf(w + µ1u,v;Sr)],

where u ∼ Unif(Sd−1). Then, applying Jensen’s inequality, we have

∥∇wf̃1(w,v;Sr)∥22 = ∥Eu[∇wf(w + µ1u,v;Sr)]∥22 ≤ Eu[∥∇wf(w + µ1u,v;Sr)∥22].
Taking expectation w.r.t r to both sides above,

Er[∥∇wf̃1(w,v;Sr)∥22] ≤ Eu,r[∥∇wf(w + µ1u,v;Sr)∥22]
= Eu

[
Er[∥∇wf(w + µ1u,v;Sr)∥22]

]
≤ G2

S ,

where we use Assumption 3 for the last step. The results hold similarly for Er[∥∇vf̃2(w,v;Sr)∥22].
2. Follows directly from Lemma 4.4 in Shalev-Shwartz [46].

We now present the proof of Lemma 18 and Lemma 21, which show that Eq. (4.6) and Eq. (4.8)
hold for Zeroth-order SGDA. To prove Lemma 18, we require the following lemma to show that the
Hessian matrices can be bounded.
Lemma 17. Let Assumption 1 hold. For any matrix A, the spectral norm is

∥A∥2 = sup
x∈Rn,∥x∥2=1

∥Ax∥2.

Then for all w ∈ W,v ∈ V and z ∈ Z ,

∥∇2
wf(w,v; z)∥2 ≤ L, ∥∇2

vf(w,v; z)∥2 ≤ L.

Proof. From Assumption 1, we know ∥∇2f(w,v; z)∥2 ≤ L, where

∇2f(w,v; z) =

(
∇2

wf(w,v; z) ∇w∇vf(w,v; z)
∇v∇wf(w,v; z) ∇2

vf(w,v; z)

)
. (B.11)

Then, for any hw ∈ Rd such that ∥hw∥2 = 1, we construct h = (h⊤
w, 0, . . . , 0)⊤ ∈ R2d. According

to the definition of the matrix norm and Eq. (B.11), we know

L ≥ ∥∇2f(w,v; z) · h∥2 =
√
∥∇2

wf(w,v; z) · hw∥22 + ∥∇2
v,wf(w,v; z) · hw∥22

≥ ∥∇2
wf(w,v; z) · hw∥2

Therefore, ∥∇2
wf(w,v; z)∥2 ≤ L. Similarly, ∥∇2

vf(w,v; z)∥2 ≤ L.

Lemma 18. Let Assumption 3 hold, f̃1, f̃2 be given in Eq. (5.3). Then, Eq. (4.8) holds with G̃2 =
8E[G2

S ].
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Proof of Lemma 18. By the inequality that (a+ b)2 ≤ 2a2 + 2b2, we know∥∥∥∥∥
(
∇wf̃(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)−∇wf̃(wt,vt; zi)

∇vf̃(wt,vt; zi)−∇vf̃(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

=
∥∥∇wf̃(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)−∇wf̃(wt,vt; zi)

∥∥2
2
+
∥∥∇vf̃(wt,vt; zi)−∇vf̃(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)

∥∥2
2

≤ 2
(∥∥∇wf̃(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)

∥∥2
2
+
∥∥∇wf̃(wt,vt; zi)

∥∥2
2
+
∥∥∇vf̃(wt,vt; zi)

∥∥2
2
+
∥∥∇vf̃(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)

∥∥2
2

)
.

Taking the expectation of the above inequality, then taking an average of i ∈ [n], we get (r follows
the uniform distribution over [n])

E

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
∇wf̃(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)−∇wf̃(wt,vt; zi)

∇vf̃(wt,vt; zi)−∇vf̃(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]

≤ 4E
[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∇wf̃(wt,vt; zi)
∥∥2
2

]
+ 4E

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∇vf̃(wt,vt; zi)
∥∥2
2

]
= 4E

[
∥∇wf̃(wt,vt; zr)∥22

]
+ 4E

[
∥∇vf̃(wt,vt; zr)∥22

]
≤ 8E[G2

S ],

where in the first step we have used the fact E[∥∇wf̃(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)∥22] =

E[∥∇wf̃(wt,vt; zi)∥22],E[∥∇vf̃(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)∥22] = E[∥∇vf̃(wt,vt; zi)∥22], and in the last

step we have used Lemma 4.

To prove Lemma 21, we need the following two lemmas.
Lemma 19 (Spherical Poincaré inequality; see, e.g., [15, 28]). Let d ≥ 2 and u ∼ Unif(Sd−1). For
any locally Lipschitz function h : Sd−1 → R, we have

Eu[(h(u)− Eu[h(u)])
2] ≤ 1

d− 1
Eu[∥∇Sh(u)∥22],

where ∇Sh(u) denotes the tangential gradient of h at u. More precisely, if h̃ is a differentiable
extension of h to a neighborhood of Sd−1, denoting Id ∈ Rd×d as the identity matrix, then ∇Sh(u) =

(Id − uu⊤)∇uh̃(u) (see, e.g., Section 4.6.1 in [2]).
Lemma 20. Let Assumption 1 hold. For any w,v,w′,v′, the function

h(u) := [f(w′ + µu,v′; z)− f(w′ − µu,v′; z)]− [f(w + µu,v; z)− f(w − µu,v; z)]

with u ∈ Sd−1 is 2µL
∥∥∥(w −w′

v − v′

)∥∥∥
2
-Lipschitz continuous with respect to u.

Proof. Take arbitrary u1,u2 ∈ Sd−1. Decompose the difference h(u1)− h(u2) as follows:

h(u1)− h(u2)

= [f(w′ + µu1,v
′; z)− f(w′ − µu1,v

′; z)− f(w + µu1,v; z) + f(w − µu1,v; z)]

− [f(w′ + µu2,v
′; z)− f(w′ − µu2,v

′; z)− f(w + µu2,v; z) + f(w − µu2,v; z)]

= [f(w′ + µu1,v
′; z)− f(w′ + µu2,v

′; z)]− [f(w′ − µu1,v
′; z)− f(w′ − µu2,v

′; z)]

− [f(w + µu1,v; z)− f(w + µu2,v; z)] + [f(w − µu1,v; z)− f(w − µu2,v; z)] . (B.12)

Apply the Newton-Leibniz formula

f(a+ b, c; z)− f(a, c; z) =

∫ 1

0

∇wf(a+ tb, c; z) · bdt

to each of the four difference terms:

For the first term, let a = w′ + µu2, b = µ(u1 − u2), and c = v′:

f(w′+µu1,v
′; z)−f(w′+µu2,v

′; z) = µ

∫ 1

0

∇wf (w′ + µ(u2 + t(u1 − u2)),v
′; z)·(u1−u2)dt.
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For the second term, let a = w′ − µu2, b = −µ(u1 − u2), and c = v′:

f(w′−µu1,v
′; z)−f(w′−µu2,v

′; z) = −µ

∫ 1

0

∇wf (w′ − µ(u2 + t(u1 − u2)),v
′; z)·(u1−u2)dt.

For the third term, let a = w + µu2, b = µ(u1 − u2), and c = v:

f(w+µu1,v; z)−f(w+µu2,v; z) = µ

∫ 1

0

∇wf (w + µ(u2 + t(u1 − u2)),v; z) · (u1−u2)dt.

For the fourth term, let a = w − µu2, b = −µ(u1 − u2), and c = v:

f(w−µu1,v; z)−f(w−µu2,v; z) = −µ

∫ 1

0

∇wf (w − µ(u2 + t(u1 − u2)),v; z)·(u1−u2)dt.

Let ξt = u2 + t(u1 − u2). Note that ∥ξt∥2 ≤ 1 for all t ∈ [0, 1] since u1,u2 ∈ Sd−1. Substitute
the four integrals back into Eq. (B.12), we get

h(u1)− h(u2) = µ

∫ 1

0

[(∇wf(w′ + µξt,v
′; z)−∇wf(w + µξt,v; z))

+(∇wf(w′ − µξt,v
′; z)−∇wf(w − µξt,v; z))] · (u1 − u2)dt. (B.13)

Apply the Cauchy-Schwarz inequality |a · b| ≤ ∥a∥2∥b∥2 followed by the triangle inequality
∥a+ b∥2 ≤ ∥a∥2 + ∥b∥2 to the integrand:∣∣[(∇wf ′

+ −∇wf+) + (∇wf ′
− −∇wf−)

]
· (u1 − u2)

∣∣
≤
(∥∥∇wf ′

+ −∇wf+
∥∥
2
+
∥∥∇wf ′

− −∇wf−
∥∥
2

)
· ∥u1 − u2∥2,

where we use the shorthand f ′
+ = f(w′ + µξt,v

′; z), f ′
− = f(w′ − µξt,v

′; z), f+ = f(w +
µξt,v; z), and f− = f(w − µξt,v; z).

Now apply the joint L-smoothness in Assumption 1 to each gradient difference. For the first
difference:∥∥∇wf ′

+ −∇wf+
∥∥
2
= ∥∇wf(w′ + µξt,v

′; z)−∇wf(w + µξt,v; z)∥2

≤ L

∥∥∥∥((w′ + µξt)− (w + µξt)
v′ − v

)∥∥∥∥
2

= L

∥∥∥∥(w′ −w
v′ − v

)∥∥∥∥
2

.

For the second difference, the −µξt terms cancel identically:∥∥∇wf ′
− −∇wf−

∥∥
2
≤ L

∥∥∥∥((w′ − µξt)− (w − µξt)
v′ − v

)∥∥∥∥
2

= L

∥∥∥∥(w′ −w
v′ − v

)∥∥∥∥
2

.

Combining these estimates:∥∥∇wf ′
+ −∇wf+

∥∥
2
+
∥∥∇wf ′

− −∇wf−
∥∥
2
≤ 2L

∥∥∥∥(w −w′

v − v′

)∥∥∥∥
2

.

Take the absolute value of Eq. (B.13) and substitute the above back into the expression for |h(u1)−
h(u2)| and integrate over t ∈ [0, 1]:

|h(u1)− h(u2)| ≤ µ

∫ 1

0

2L

∥∥∥∥(w −w′

v − v′

)∥∥∥∥
2

· ∥u1 − u2∥2dt = 2µL

∥∥∥∥(w −w′

v − v′

)∥∥∥∥
2

· ∥u1 − u2∥2.

This completes the proof.

Lemma 21. Let g(wt,vt; zit) be given in Eq. (5.2). If Assumptions 1, 3 hold, then (4.6) holds with
A = L2(1 + 4d

K ), B =
8E[G2

S ]
n (1 + 2d

K ).
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Proof of Lemma 21. For u ∼ Unif(Sd−1), define the one-direction gradient estimators

ĝw(w,v; z,u) =
f(w + µ1u,v; z)− f(w − µ1u,v; z)

2µ1/d
u,

ĝv(w,v; z,u) =
f(w,v + µ2u; z)− f(w,v − µ2u; z)

2µ2/d
u.

Since E[X2] = E[(X − E[X])2] + (E[X])2 for a random variable X , we know

Eu

[∥∥∥∥∥
(
gw(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)− gw(wt,vt; zit)

gv(wt,vt; zit)− gv(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]

=

∥∥∥∥∥Eu

[(
gw(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)− gw(wt,vt; zit)

gv(wt,vt; zit)− gv(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)

)]∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

+ Eu

[∥∥∥∥∥
(
gw(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)− gw(wt,vt; zit)

gv(wt,vt; zit)− gv(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)

)
− Eu

[(
gw(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)− gw(wt,vt; zit)

gv(wt,vt; zit)− gv(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)

)]∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]
.

(B.14)

Since an average of K independent random vectors divides the variance by a factor of K, we know

Eu

[∥∥∥∥∥
(
gw(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)− gw(wt,vt; zit)

gv(wt,vt; zit)− gv(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)

)
− Eu

[(
gw(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)− gw(wt,vt; zit)

gv(wt,vt; zit)− gv(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)

)]∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]

≤ 1

K
Eu

[∥∥∥∥∥
(
ĝw(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

,u1,t,1)− ĝw(wt,vt; zit ,u1,t,1)

ĝv(wt,vt; zit ,u2,t,1)− ĝv(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

,u2,t,1)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]
, (B.15)

where we have also used the inequality E[(X − E[X])2] ≤ E[X2].

We next establish an empirical second-moment bound for these one-direction estimators. For fixed
w,v and zi, let

hi(u) = f(w + µ1u,v; zi)− f(w − µ1u,v; zi).

Since hi(−u) = −hi(u), we have Eu[hi(u)] = 0. By Lemma 19,

Eu[hi(u)
2] ≤ 1

d− 1
Eu

[
∥∇Shi(u)∥22

]
,

where ∇S denotes the spherical gradient. Furthermore,

∥∇Shi(u)∥22 ≤ µ2
1

∥∥∇wf(w + µ1u,v; zi) +∇wf(w − µ1u,v; zi)
∥∥2
2

≤ 2µ2
1

(
∥∇wf(w + µ1u,v; zi)∥22 + ∥∇wf(w − µ1u,v; zi)∥22

)
.

Then, by Assumption 3,

Eu

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥ĝw(w,v; zi,u)∥22
]
=

d2

4µ2
1

Eu

[ 1
n

n∑
i=1

hi(u)
2
]
≤ d2

4µ2
1(d− 1)

Eu

[ 1
n

n∑
i=1

∥∇Shi(u)∥22
]

≤ d2

2(d− 1)
Eu

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

(
∥∇wf(w + µ1u,v; zi)∥22 + ∥∇wf(w − µ1u,v; zi)∥22

)]
≤ d2

d− 1
G2

S ≤ 2dG2
S , (B.16)

where we have used d/(d− 1) ≤ 2 for d ≥ 2. Analogously,

Eu

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥ĝv(w,v; zi,u)∥22
]
≤ d2

d− 1
G2

S ≤ 2dG2
S . (B.17)

We now estimate the right-hand side of Eq. (B.15) by considering the following two cases.
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Case 1: it = i, which holds with probability 1/n. Using (a + b)2 ≤ 2a2 + 2b2, Eqs. (B.16) and
(B.17), and the symmetry between (S(i), z′i) and (S, zi), we obtain

E

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

Eu

[∥∥∥∥∥
(
ĝw(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i,u1,t,1)− ĝw(wt,vt; zi,u1,t,1)

ĝv(wt,vt; zi,u2,t,1)− ĝv(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i,u2,t,1)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]]
≤ 16dE[G2

S ]. (B.18)

Case 2: it = j ̸= i, which holds with probability 1− 1/n. Define

h
(i)
w,j(u) =

[
f(w

(i)
t + µ1u,v

(i)
t ; zj)− f(w

(i)
t − µ1u,v

(i)
t ; zj)

]
−
[
f(wt + µ1u,vt; zj)− f(wt − µ1u,vt; zj)

]
.

Since h
(i)
w,j(−u) = −h

(i)
w,j(u), we have Eu[h

(i)
w,j(u)] = 0. Furthermore, Lemma 20 implies

∥∇Sh
(i)
w,j(u)∥2 ≤ 2µ1L

∥∥∥∥∥
(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

.

It then follows from Lemma 19 that

Eu

[∥∥ĝw(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; zj ,u)− ĝw(wt,vt; zj ,u)

∥∥2
2

]
=

d2

4µ2
1

Eu

[
h
(i)
w,j(u)

2
]

≤ d2

4µ2
1(d− 1)

Eu

[
∥∇Sh

(i)
w,j(u)∥22

]
≤ d2L2

d− 1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

≤ 2dL2

∥∥∥∥∥
(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

.

The same argument applies to the estimator with respect to v. Then,

Eu

[∥∥∥∥∥
(
ĝw(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; zj ,u1,t,1)− ĝw(wt,vt; zj ,u1,t,1)

ĝv(wt,vt; zj ,u2,t,1)− ĝv(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; zj ,u2,t,1)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]
≤ 4L2d

∥∥∥∥∥
(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

.

(B.19)

Combining the two cases with Eq. (B.15), followed by taking an average over i ∈ [n] and expectation,
we obtain

E

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
gw(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)− gw(wt,vt; zit)

gv(wt,vt; zit)− gv(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)

)
−Eu

[(
gw(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)− gw(wt,vt; zit)

gv(wt,vt; zit)− gv(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)

)]∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]

≤ 4L2d

K
E

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]
+

16dE[G2
S ]

Kn
. (B.20)

Furthermore, we have

E

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥Eu

[(
gw(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)− gw(wt,vt; zit)

gv(wt,vt; zit)− gv(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)

)]∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]

= E

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
∇wf̃1(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)−∇wf̃1(wt,vt; zit)

∇vf̃2(wt,vt; zit)−∇vf̃2(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]

=
1

n2

n∑
i=1

∑
j ̸=i

E

[∥∥∥∥∥
(
∇wf̃1(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; zj)−∇wf̃1(wt,vt; zj)

∇vf̃2(wt,vt; zj)−∇vf̃2(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; zj)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]

+
1

n2

n∑
i=1

E

[∥∥∥∥∥
(
∇wf̃1(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)−∇wf̃1(wt,vt; zi)

∇vf̃2(wt,vt; zi)−∇vf̃2(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z′i)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]

≤ L2E

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]
+

8E[G2
S ]

n
, (B.21)
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where we use the smoothness of f̃1, f̃2 (Lemma 4) for the first term in the identity,∥∥∥∥∥
(
∇wf̃1(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; zj)−∇wf̃1(wt,vt; zj)

∇vf̃2(wt,vt; zj)−∇vf̃2(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; zj)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

≤ L2

∥∥∥∥∥
(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

,

and Lemma 18 for the second term in the last identity.

Finally, taking an average over i ∈ [n] and expectation in Eq. (B.14), and then plugging Eqs. (B.20)
and (B.21) into it, we obtain

E

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
gw(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)− gw(wt,vt; zit)

gv(wt,vt; zit)− gv(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]

≤ L2
(
1 +

4d

K

)
E

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]
+

8E[G2
S ]

n

(
1 +

2d

K

)
.

The proof is completed.

We then apply Lemma 21 and Lemma 18 to derive Theorem 5. We omit the details for brevity.

We are now ready to control the optimization error for Zeroth-order SGDA, which requires the
following lemmas and we show the proofs here.
Lemma 22. If f is Gz-Lipschitz continuous w.r.t w, then the function

h(u) = f(w + µu,v; z)− f(w − µu,v; z)

with u ∈ Sd−1 is 2µGz-Lipschitz continuous w.r.t u.

Proof. Take arbitrary u1,u2 ∈ Sd−1. Decompose the difference:

h(u1)− h(u2)

= [f(w + µu1,v; z)− f(w − µu1,v; z)]− [f(w + µu2,v; z)− f(w − µu2,v; z)]

= [f(w + µu1,v; z)− f(w + µu2,v; z)] + [f(w − µu2,v; z)− f(w − µu1,v; z)] .

For the first term: by Gz-Lipschitz continuity of f ,

∥f(w + µu1,v; z)− f(w + µu2,v; z)∥ ≤ Gz∥µu1 − µu2∥ = µGz∥u1 − u2∥.
For the second term: similarly,

∥f(w − µu2,v; z)− f(w − µu1,v; z)∥ ≤ Gz∥ − µu2 + µu1∥ = µGz∥u1 − u2∥.
Combining via triangle inequality gives |h(u1)− h(u2)| ≤ 2µGz∥u1 − u2∥.

Lemma 23. Let Assumption 3 hold. Let gw(wt,vt; zit) and gv(wt,vt; zit) be defined in Eq. (5.2).
Then

Eit,u[∥gw(wt,vt; zit)∥22] ≤ Eit [∥∇wf̃1(wt,vt; zit)∥22] +
2dG2

S

K
,

Eit,u[∥gv(wt,vt; zit)∥22] ≤ Eit [∥∇vf̃2(wt,vt; zit)∥22] +
2dG2

S

K
.

Proof. Since E[X2] = E[(X − E[X])2] + (E[X])2 for a random variable X , we know

Eu[∥gw(wt,vt; zit)∥22] = ∥Eu[gw(wt,vt; zit)]∥22 + Eu[∥gw(wt,vt; zit)− Eu[gw(wt,vt; zit)]∥22].
(B.22)

Since an average of K independent random variables divides the variance by a factor of K, we know

Eu[∥gw(wt,vt; zit)− Eu[gw(wt,vt; zit)]∥22] ≤
1

K
Eu

[∥∥∥f(wt + µ1u1,t,1,vt; zit)− f(wt − µ1u1,t,1,vt; zit)

2µ1/d
u1,t,1

∥∥∥2
2

]
. (B.23)
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For each i ∈ [n], define

hi(u) = f(wt + µ1u,vt; zi)− f(wt − µ1u,vt; zi).

Since hi(−u) = −hi(u), we have Eu[hi(u)] = 0. By Lemma 19,

Eu[hi(u)
2] ≤ 1

d− 1
Eu

[
∥∇Shi(u)∥22

]
.

By the definition in Lemma 19,

∇Shi(u) = (Id − uu⊤)∇uhi(u)

= (Id − uu⊤)
(
µ1∇wf(wt + µ1u,vt; zi) + µ1∇wf(wt − µ1u,vt; zi)

)
.

Note ∥(Id − uu⊤)y∥2 ≤ ∥y∥2 for any y ∈ Rd and u ∈ Sd−1. Applying this with y = ∇uhi(u)
and using (a+ b)2 ≤ 2a2 + 2b2, we obtain

∥∇Shi(u)∥22 ≤ ∥∇uhi(u)∥22
= µ2

1

∥∥∇wf(wt + µ1u,vt; zi) +∇wf(wt − µ1u,vt; zi)
∥∥2
2

≤ 2µ2
1

(
∥∇wf(wt + µ1u,vt; zi)∥22 + ∥∇wf(wt − µ1u,vt; zi)∥22

)
.

Therefore,

Eit,u

[∥∥∥f(wt + µ1u1,t,1,vt; zit)− f(wt − µ1u1,t,1,vt; zit)

2µ1/d
u1,t,1

∥∥∥2
2

]
=

d2

4µ2
1

Eit,u[hit(u)
2] =

d2

4µ2
1

· 1
n

n∑
i=1

Eu[hi(u)
2] ≤ d2

4µ2
1(d− 1)

· 1
n

n∑
i=1

Eu

[
∥∇Shi(u)∥22

]
≤ d2

2(d− 1)
· 1
n

n∑
i=1

Eu

[
∥∇wf(wt + µ1u,vt; zi)∥22 + ∥∇wf(wt − µ1u,vt; zi)∥22

]
≤ d2

d− 1
G2

S ≤ 2dG2
S ,

where we use Assumption 3 and d/(d− 1) ≤ 2 for d ≥ 2. Plugging into Eq. (B.23), we get

Eit,u[∥gw(wt,vt; zit)− Eu[gw(wt,vt; zit)]∥22] ≤
2dG2

S

K
. (B.24)

Furthermore, we know

∥Eu[gw(wt,vt; zit)]∥22 = ∥∇wf̃1(wt,vt; zit)∥22. (B.25)

Taking expectation over it in Eq. (B.22), and plugging Eq. (B.24) and Eq. (B.25) into it, we know

Eit,u[∥gw(wt,vt; zit)∥22] ≤ Eit [∥∇wf̃1(wt,vt; zit)∥22] +
2dG2

S

K
.

The proof for Eit,u[∥gv(wt,vt; zit)∥22] holds similarly.

The following lemma presents convergence rate analysis for Zeroth-order SGDA.

Proof of Lemma 6. Note that the projection step is nonexpansive. For any w ∈ BR, we know

∥wt+1 −w∥22 ≤ ∥wt − ηtgw(wt,vt; zit)−w∥22
= ∥wt −w∥22 − 2ηt⟨wt −w, gw(wt,vt; zit)⟩+ η2t ∥gw(wt,vt; zit)∥22
= ∥wt −w∥22 + 2ηt⟨w −wt,∇F̃1,S(wt,vt)⟩+ 2ηt⟨w −wt, gw(wt,vt; zit)−∇F̃1,S(wt,vt)⟩
+ η2t ∥gw(wt,vt; zit)∥22
≤ ∥wt −w∥22 + 2ηt

(
F̃1,S(w,vt)− F̃1,S(wt,vt)

)
+ 2ηt⟨w −wt, gw(wt,vt; zit)−∇F̃1,S(wt,vt)⟩+ η2t ∥gw(wt,vt; zit)∥22,
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where we have used the convexity of F̃1,S established in Lemma 4. Taking a summation of the above
inequality from t = 1 to t = T (w1 = 0), we derive

T∑
t=1

2ηt(F̃1,S(wt,vt)− F̃1,S(w,vt)) ≤ ∥w∥22 +
T∑

t=1

η2t ∥gw(wt,vt; zit)∥22

+ 2

T∑
t=1

ηt⟨w −wt, gw(wt,vt; zit)−∇F̃1,S(wt,vt)⟩.

Since ηt = η, we further get

T∑
t=1

(F̃1,S(wt,vt)− F̃1,S(w,vt)) ≤
1

2
η−1∥w∥22 +

1

2
η

T∑
t=1

∥gw(wt,vt; zit)∥22

+

T∑
t=1

⟨wt,∇F̃1,S(wt,vt)− gw(wt,vt; zit)⟩+
T∑

t=1

⟨w, gw(wt,vt; zit)−∇F̃1,S(wt,vt)⟩.

It then follows from the concavity of F̃1,S(w, ·) and Schwartz’s inequality that

T∑
t=1

(F̃1,S(wt,vt)− F̃1,S(w, v̄T )) ≤
1

2
η−1∥w∥22 +

1

2
η

T∑
t=1

∥gw(wt,vt; zit)∥22

+

T∑
t=1

⟨wt,∇F̃1,S(wt,vt)−gw(wt,vt; zit)⟩+∥w∥2
∥∥∥ T∑

t=1

(
gw(wt,vt; zit)−∇F̃1,S(wt,vt)

)∥∥∥
2
.

Since the above inequality holds for all w ∈ BR, we further get

T∑
t=1

(F̃1,S(wt,vt)− inf
w∈BR

F̃1,S(w, v̄T )) ≤
1

2
η−1R2 +

1

2
η

T∑
t=1

∥gw(wt,vt; zit)∥22+

T∑
t=1

⟨wt,∇F̃1,S(wt,vt)− gw(wt,vt; zit)⟩+R
∥∥∥ T∑

t=1

(
gw(wt,vt; zit)−∇F̃1,S(wt,vt)

)∥∥∥
2
.

(B.26)

According to Lemma 23 and Assumption 3,

E[∥gw(wt,vt; zit)∥22] ≤ E[∥∇wf̃1(wt,vt; zit)∥22] +
cdE[G2

S ]

K
. (B.27)

Then, taking an expectation on both sides of Eq. (B.26), noting Eq. (B.27) and

Eit [⟨wt,∇F̃1,S(wt,vt)− gw(wt,vt; zit)⟩] = 0, (B.28)

we have
T∑

t=1

E[F̃1,S(wt,vt)− inf
w∈BR

F̃1,S(w, v̄T )]

≤ R2

2η
+RE

[∥∥∥ T∑
t=1

(
gw(wt,vt; zit)−∇F̃1,S(wt,vt)

)∥∥∥
2

]
+

η

2

T∑
t=1

(
E[∥∇wf̃1(wt,vt; zit)∥22] +

2dE[G2
S ]

K

)
≤ 1

2
η−1R2 +

dE[G2
S ]

K
ηT +RE

[∥∥∥ T∑
t=1

(
gw(wt,vt; zit)−∇F̃1,S(wt,vt)

)∥∥∥
2

]
+

1

2
η

T∑
t=1

E[∥∇wf̃1(wt,vt; zit)∥22]. (B.29)
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According to Jensen’s inequality and E[(X − E[X])2] ≤ E[X2] (note that Eu,it [gw(wt,vt; zit)] =

∇F̃1,S(wt,vt) by Lemma 4), we know(
E
[∥∥∥ T∑

t=1

(
gw(wt,vt; zit)−∇F̃1,S(wt,vt)

)∥∥∥
2

])2

≤ E
[∥∥∥ T∑

t=1

(
gw(wt,vt; zit)−∇F̃1,S(wt,vt)

)∥∥∥2
2

]
=

T∑
t=1

E
[∥∥∥gw(wt,vt; zit)−∇F̃1,S(wt,vt)

∥∥∥2
2

]
≤

T∑
t=1

E[∥gw(wt,vt; zit)∥22],

from which and Eq. (B.27), we get

RE
[∥∥∥ T∑

t=1

(
gw(wt,vt; zit)−∇F̃1,S(wt,vt)

)∥∥∥
2

]
≤ R2

4η
+

(
E
[∥∥∥ T∑

t=1

(
gw(wt,vt; zit)−∇F̃1,S(wt,vt)

)∥∥∥
2

])2

η

≤ η−1R2

4
+ η

T∑
t=1

E[∥gw(wt,vt; zit)∥22] ≤
η−1R2

4
+ η

T∑
t=1

E[∥∇wf̃1(wt,vt; zit)∥22] +
2dE[G2

S ]

K
ηT,

where we use Cauchy-Schwarz’s inequality for the first step. Plugging the above inequality into
Eq. (B.29), we have

T∑
t=1

E[F̃1,S(wt,vt)− inf
w∈BR

F̃1,S(w, v̄T )] ≤
3R2

4η
+

3dE[G2
S ]ηT

K
+

3

2
η

T∑
t=1

E[∥∇wf̃1(wt,vt; zit)∥22]

≤3R2

4η
+

3dE[G2
S ]

K
ηT +

3

2
E[G2

S ]ηT,

where we use Lemma 4 and Assumption 3 for the last step. This yields

1

T

T∑
t=1

E[F̃1,S(wt,vt)]− E[ inf
w∈BR

F̃1,S(w, v̄T )] ≲
R2

ηT
+
(
1 +

d

K

)
E[G2

S ]η.

Moreover, by the mean-value theorem and Cauchy–Schwarz’s inequality, we know∣∣F̃1,S(w,v)− FS(w,v)
∣∣ = ∣∣∣ 1

n

n∑
i=1

Eu

[
f(w + µ1u,v; zi)− f(w,v; zi)

]∣∣∣
≤ µ1

( 1
n

n∑
i=1

Eu

[
∥∇wf(w + θiµ1u,v; zi)∥22

]) 1
2 ≤ µ1GS ,

for some θi ∈ [0, 1]. Taking expectation then gives∣∣E[F̃1,S(w,v)− FS(w,v)]
∣∣ ≤ µ1

√
E[G2

S ].

Then,

1

T

T∑
t=1

E[FS(wt,vt)]− E[ inf
w∈BR

FS(w, v̄T )] ≲
R2

ηT
+
(
1 +

d

K

)
E[G2

S ]η + µ1

√
E[G2

S ].

In a similar way, we can show that

E[ sup
v∈BR

FS(w̄T ,v)]−
1

T

T∑
t=1

E[FS(wt,vt)] ≲
R2

ηT
+
(
1 +

d

K

)
E[G2

S ]η + µ2

√
E[G2

S ].

Then,

E[ sup
v∈BR

FS(w̄T ,v)− inf
w∈BR

FS(w, v̄T )] ≲
R2

ηT
+
(
1 +

d

K

)
E[G2

S ]η + µ
√
E[G2

S ].

The proof is completed.
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Combining Theorem 5 and Lemma 6, we derive the following theorem.

Proof of Theorem 7. Define

△w,R
S (w,v) = sup

v′∈BR

E
[
FS(w,v′)

]
− inf

w′∈BR

E
[
FS(w

′,v)
]
.

We have the decomposition

∆w,R(w̄T , v̄T ) = ∆w,R(w̄T , v̄T )−∆w,R
S (w̄T , v̄T ) + ∆w,R

S (w̄T , v̄T ). (B.30)

From Theorem 5, we know

ϵ ≲
(√E[G2

S ]√
n

(
1 +

d
1
2

K
1
2

))
η
√
T +

√
E[G2

S ]

n
ηT ≲

√
E[G2

S ]/L√
n

+

√
E[G2

S ]

n
ηT,

where we used L2
(
1 + 4d

K

)
η2 ≤ 1

T in Theorem 5.

Furthermore, Assumption 3 implies that the data- and algorithm-dependent constant GS,A in As-
sumption 2 satisfies ES,A[G

2
S,A] ≤ E[G2

S ]. According to Theorem 1 and Eq. (5.4) Lϵ2 ≲
√
E[G2

S ]ϵ,
we know

△w,R(Aw(S), Av(S))−△w,R
S (Aw(S), Av(S)) ≲

E[G2
S ]/L√
n

+
E[G2

S ]

n
ηT.

According to Lemma 6, we know

∆w,R
S (w̄T , v̄T ) ≲

R2

ηT
+
(
1 +

d

K

)
E[G2

S ]η + µ
√
E[G2

S ] ≲
R2

ηT
+

E[G2
S ]

L2ηT
+ µ

√
E[G2

S ],

where we use the condition L2
(
1 + 4d

K

)
η2 ≤ 1/T for the last step. Combining the above two

inequalities with Eq. (B.30), we obtain

∆w,R(w̄T , v̄T ) ≲
E[G2

S ]/L√
n

+
E[G2

S ]

n
ηT +

R2

ηT
+

E[G2
S ]

L2ηT
+ µ

√
E[G2

S ].

The bound then follows directly.

B.3.3 Clipped-SGDA

To prove verify Eq. (4.6) for Clipped-SGDA, we introduce the following lemma which shows that the
clipping operator is non-expansive. Actually, one can show that the clipping operator is a projector
onto a convex set. We omit the proof for simplicity.

Lemma 24. For any v1,v2 ∈ W , we have ∥clip(v1, τ)− clip(v2, τ)∥2 ≤ ∥v1 − v2∥2.

Then, we apply Lemma 24 to verify Eq. (4.6) for Clipped-SGDA in the following lemma.

Lemma 25. Let g(wt,vt; zit) be given in Eq. (5.6), and Assumptions 1, 3 hold with GS ≤ G for
some G > 0. Then, Eq. (4.6) holds with A = L2, B = 8G2

n .

Proof of Lemma 25. According to Eq. (5.6) and Lemma 24, we know∥∥∥∥∥
(
gw(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)− gw(wt,vt; zit)

gv(wt,vt; zit)− gv(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

≤ ∥∇wf(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)−∇wf(wt,vt; zit)∥22 + ∥∇vf(wt,vt; zit)−∇vf(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)∥22

=

∥∥∥∥∥
(
∇wf(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)−∇wf(wt,vt; zit)

∇vf(wt,vt; zit)−∇vf(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

. (B.31)
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It then follows that

E

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
gw(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)− gw(wt,vt; zit)

gv(wt,vt; zit)− gv(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]

≤ E

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
∇wf(w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)−∇wf(wt,vt; zit)

∇vf(wt,vt; zit)−∇vf(w
(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]

≤ L2E

[
1

n

n∑
i=1

∥∥∥∥∥
(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]
+

8E[G2
S ]

n
, (B.32)

where we use Eq. (B.9) for the last step. The proof is completed.

The following lemma shows the Lipschitz continuity of the bias of clipping operator.

Lemma 26 ([56]). For any v1,v2 ∈ W , we have

∥(clip(v1, τ)− clip(v2, τ))− (v1 − v2)∥2 ≤ ∥v1 − v2∥2I
[
∥v1∥2 > τ or ∥v2∥2 > τ

]
, (B.33)

where I[·] denotes the indicator function, i.e., returning 1 if the argument holds and 0 otherwise.

We can easily generalize Lemma 26 with two variables v1,v2 in the following lemma, which shows
the Lipschitz continuity of the bias of the clipping operator with four variables v1,v2,v3,v4. We
omit the details for brevity.

Lemma 27. For any v1,v2,v3,v4, we have∥∥∥∥(clip(v1, τ1)− clip(v2, τ1))− (v1 − v2)
clip(v3, τ2)− clip(v4, τ2))− (v3 − v4)

)∥∥∥∥
2

≤
∥∥∥∥(v1 − v2

v3 − v4

)∥∥∥∥
2

I
[
max{∥v1∥2/τ1, ∥v2∥2/τ1, ∥v3∥2/τ2, ∥v4∥2/τ2} > 1

]
.

We now prove that the bias of Clipped-SGDA satisfies a generalized Lipschitz-type condition in
Lemma 29, which uses Lemma 27 and Lemma 28. Lemma 28 helps deal with the indicator function
in the proof of Lemma 29. Let Sr denote the r-th elemtn of S.

Lemma 28. Let w,w′ ∈ W,v,v′ ∈ V and r follow the uniform distribution over [n]. Denote
θ = (w,v), θ′ = (w′,v′). Then

1

n

∑
j:j ̸=i

I
[
max{∥∇wf(θ; zj)∥2/τ1, ∥∇wf(θ′; zj)∥2/τ1, ∥∇vf(θ

′; zj)∥2/τ2, ∥∇vf(θ; zj)∥2/τ2} > 1
]

≤ Er[∥∇wf(θ;Sr)∥22]
τ21

+
Er[∥∇wf(θ′;S

(i)
r )∥22]

τ21
+

Er[∥∇vf(θ;Sr)∥22]
τ22

+
Er[∥∇vf(θ

′;S
(i)
r )∥22]

τ22
.

Proof. We know

1

n

∑
j:j ̸=i

I
[
max{∥∇wf(θ; zj)∥2/τ1, ∥∇wf(θ′; zj)∥2/τ1, ∥∇vf(θ

′; zj)∥2/τ2, ∥∇vf(θ; zj)∥2/τ2} > 1
]

≤ Er

[
I
[
max{∥∇wf(θ;Sr)∥2/τ1, ∥∇wf(θ′;S(i)

r )∥2/τ1, ∥∇vf(θ
′;S(i)

r )∥2/τ2, ∥∇vf(θ;Sr)∥2/τ2} > 1
]]

≤ Pr
{
∥∇wf(θ;Sr)∥2 > τ1

}
+ Pr

{
∥∇wf(θ′;S(i)

r )∥2 > τ1
}
+ Pr

{
∥∇vf(θ

′;S(i)
r )∥2 > τ2

}
+ Pr

{
∥∇vf(θ;Sr)∥2 > τ2

}
.

By Markov’s inequality, we know

Pr
{
∥∇wf(θ;Sr)∥2 > τ1

}
= Pr

{
∥∇wf(θ;Sr)∥22 > τ21

}
≤ Er[∥∇wf(θ;Sr)∥22]

τ21
,
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and similarly,

Pr
{
∥∇wf(θ′;S(i)

r )∥2 > τ1
}
≤ Er[∥∇wf(θ′;S

(i)
r )∥22]

τ21
,

Pr
{
∥∇vf(θ;Sr)∥2 > τ2

}
≤ Er[∥∇vf(θ;Sr)∥22]

τ22
,

Pr
{
∥∇vf(θ

′;S(i)
r )∥2 > τ2

}
≤ Er[∥∇vf(θ

′;S
(i)
r )∥22]

τ22
.

We complete the proof by combining all these inequalities together.

Lemma 29. Let w,w′ ∈ W,v,v′ ∈ V and r follow the uniform distribution over [n]. Denote
θ = (w,v), θ′ = (w′,v′). Then∥∥∥∥∥

(
Er[clip(∇wf(θ;Sr), τ1)]−∇wFS(θ)− Er[clip(∇wf(θ′;S

(i)
r ), τ1)] +∇wFS(i)(θ′)

Er[clip(∇vf(θ
′;S

(i)
r ), τ2)]−∇vFS(i)(θ′)− Er[clip(∇vf(θ;Sr), τ2)] +∇vFS(θ)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

≤ L∥θ−θ′∥2
(
Er[∥∇wf(θ;Sr)∥22 + ∥∇wf(θ′;S

(i)
r )∥22]

τ21
+
Er[∥∇vf(θ

′;S
(i)
r )∥22 + ∥∇vf(θ;Sr)∥22]

τ22

)

+
1

n

∥∥∥∥(∇wf(θ; zi)−∇wf(θ′; z′i)
∇vf(θ

′; z′i)−∇vf(θ; zi)

)∥∥∥∥
2

.

Proof. Noting that

∇wFS(θ) = Er[∇wf(θ;Sr)], ∇wFS(i)(θ′) = Er[∇wf(θ′;S(i)
r )],

∇vFS(θ) = Er[∇vf(θ;Sr)], ∇vFS(i)(θ′) = Er[∇vf(θ
′;S(i)

r )],

we know (by Jensen’s inequality)∥∥∥∥∥
(
Er[clip(∇wf(θ;Sr), τ1)]−∇wFS(θ)− Er[clip(∇wf(θ′;S

(i)
r ), τ1)] +∇wFS(i)(θ′)

Er[clip(∇vf(θ
′;S

(i)
r ), τ2)]−∇vFS(i)(θ′)− Er[clip(∇vf(θ;Sr), τ2)] +∇vFS(θ)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

≤ Er

[∥∥∥∥∥
(
clip(∇wf(θ;Sr), τ1)−∇wf(θ;Sr)− clip(∇wf(θ′;S

(i)
r ), τ1) +∇wf(θ′;S

(i)
r )

clip(∇vf(θ
′;S

(i)
r ), τ2)−∇vf(θ

′;S
(i)
r )− clip(∇vf(θ;Sr), τ2) +∇vf(θ;Sr)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

]

≤ Er

[∥∥∥∥∥
(
∇wf(θ;Sr)−∇wf(θ′;S

(i)
r )

∇vf(θ
′;S

(i)
r )−∇vf(θ;Sr)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

I

[
max{∥∇wf(θ;Sr)∥2/τ1, ∥∇wf(θ′;S

(i)
r )∥2/τ1,

∥∇vf(θ
′;S

(i)
r )∥2/τ2, ∥∇vf(θ;Sr)∥2/τ2} > 1

]]
,

(B.34)
where we use Lemma 27 for the last step. Since r follows the uniform distribution over [n], we know

Er

[∥∥∥∥∥
(
∇wf(θ;Sr)−∇wf(θ′;S

(i)
r )

∇vf(θ
′;S

(i)
r )−∇vf(θ;Sr)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

I

[
max{∥∇wf(θ;Sr)∥2/τ1, ∥∇wf(θ′;S

(i)
r )∥2/τ1,

∥∇vf(θ
′;S

(i)
r )∥2/τ2, ∥∇vf(θ;Sr)∥2/τ2} > 1

]]

=
1

n

∑
j:j ̸=i

∥∥∥∥∥
(
∇wf(θ; zj)−∇wf(θ′; zj)
∇vf(θ

′; zj)−∇vf(θ; zj)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

I
[
max{∥∇wf(θ; zj)∥2/τ1, ∥∇wf(θ′; zj)∥2/τ1,
∥∇vf(θ

′; zj)∥2/τ2, ∥∇vf(θ; zj)∥2/τ2} > 1

]

+
1

n

∥∥∥∥∥
(
∇wf(θ; zi)−∇wf(θ′; z′i)
∇vf(θ

′; z′i)−∇vf(θ; zi)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

I
[
max{∥∇wf(θ; zi)∥2/τ1, ∥∇wf(θ′; z′i)∥2/τ1,
∥∇vf(θ

′; z′i)∥2/τ2, ∥∇vf(θ; zi)∥2/τ2} > 1

]
.

By the smoothness of θ 7→ f(θ; z) (Assumption 1) and Lemma 28, we further get

Er

[∥∥∥∥∥
(
∇wf(θ;Sr)−∇wf(θ′;S

(i)
r )

∇vf(θ
′;S

(i)
r )−∇vf(θ;Sr)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

I

[
max{∥∇wf(θ;Sr)∥2/τ1, ∥∇wf(θ′;S

(i)
r )∥2/τ1,

∥∇vf(θ
′;S

(i)
r )∥2/τ2, ∥∇vf(θ;Sr)∥2/τ2} > 1

]]

≤ L∥θ − θ′∥2
(
Er[∥∇wf(θ;Sr)∥22+∥∇wf(θ′;S

(i)
r )∥22]

τ21
+

Er[∥∇vf(θ
′;S

(i)
r )∥22+∥∇vf(θ;Sr)∥22]

τ22

)

+
1

n

∥∥∥∥(∇wf(θ; zi)−∇wf(θ′; z′i)
∇vf(θ

′; z′i)−∇vf(θ; zi)

)∥∥∥∥
2

, (B.35)
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where we simply use the inequality

I
[
max{∥∇wf(θ; zi)∥2/τ1, ∥∇wf(θ′; z′i)∥2/τ1, ∥∇vf(θ

′; z′i)∥2/τ2, ∥∇vf(θ; zi)∥2/τ2} > 1
]
≤ 1.

Plugging Eq. (B.35) into Eq. (B.34) completes the proof.

We now apply the above lemma to show that Eq. (4.7) holds for Clipped-SGDA.
Lemma 30. Let g(wt,vt; zit) be defined in Eq. (5.6). Let Assumptions 1, 3 hold with GS ≤ G for
some G > 0. Then, Eq. (4.7) holds with Ā = 8L2G4( 1

τ2
1
+ 1

τ2
2
)2, B̄ = 16G2

n2 .

Proof of Lemma 30. Denote θt = (wt,vt) and θ
(i)
t = (w

(i)
t ,v

(i)
t ). From Lemma 29, we know∥∥∥∥∥

(
bt,w − b

(i)
t,w

b
(i)
t,v − bt,v

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

=

∥∥∥∥∥
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Eit [clip(∇wf(θt; zit), τ1)]−∇wFS(θt)− Eit [clip(∇wf(θ

(i)
t ; z

(i)
it

), τ1)] +∇wFS(i)(θ
(i)
t )

Eit [clip(∇vf(θ
(i)
t ; z

(i)
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), τ2)]−∇vFS(i)(θ
(i)
t )− Eit [clip(∇vf(θt; zit), τ2)] +∇vFS(θt)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

≤ 1

n

∥∥∥∥∥
(
∇wf(θt; zi)−∇wf(θ

(i)
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∇vf(θ
(i)
t ; z′i)−∇vf(θt; zi)

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

+ 2LG2
S

( 1

τ21
+

1

τ22

)∥∥∥∥∥
(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

, (B.36)

where we use Assumption 3 in the last step. It then follows from (a+ b)2 ≤ 2(a2 + b2) that

E
[
1

n

n∑
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∥∥∥∥
(
bt,w − b

(i)
t,w

b
(i)
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)∥∥∥∥2
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]
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E
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∥∥∥∥∥
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(i)
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∇vf(θ
(i)
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)∥∥∥∥∥
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τ21
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1

τ22
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)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]
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1
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)2
E
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G4

S

n

n∑
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∥∥∥∥∥
(
wt −w

(i)
t

vt − v
(i)
t

)∥∥∥∥∥
2

2

]
+

16E[G2
S ]

n2
, (B.37)

where we use Lemma 12 and Assumption 3 for the last step. The proof is completed.

We then apply Lemma 25 and Lemma 30 to directly derive Theorem 8. We omit the details for
brevity.

The following lemma presents the optimization error bounds for Clipped-SGDA.

Proof of Lemma 9. Let w ∈ BR. We denote ĝw,t = clip(∇wf(wt,vt; zit), τ1). By the update of
Clipped-SGD and note that the projection step is nonexpansive, we know that

∥wt+1 −w∥22 ≤
∥∥wt − ηtĝw,t −w

∥∥2
2
= ∥wt −w∥22 + η2t ∥ĝw,t∥22 + 2ηt⟨w −wt, ĝw,t⟩.

By (a+ b+ c)2 ≤ 3a2 + 3b2 + 3c2, we know

∥ĝw,t∥22 ≤ 3∥ĝw,t − Et[ĝw,t]∥22 + 3∥Et[ĝw,t]−∇wFS(wt,vt)∥22 + 3∥∇wFS(wt,vt)∥22
and

⟨w −wt, ĝw,t⟩ = ⟨w −wt, ĝw,t − Et[ĝw,t]⟩+ ⟨w −wt,Et[ĝw,t]−∇wFS(wt,vt)⟩
+ ⟨w −wt,∇wFS(wt,vt)⟩.

We combine the above three inequalities together to derive

∥wt+1 −w∥22 ≤ ∥wt −w∥22 + 3η2t ∥ĝw,t − Et[ĝw,t]∥22 + 3η2t ∥Et[ĝw,t]−∇wFS(wt,vt)∥22
+3η2t ∥∇wFS(wt,vt)∥22+2ηt⟨w−wt, ĝw,t−Et[ĝw,t]⟩+2ηt⟨w−wt,Et[ĝw,t]−∇wFS(wt,vt)⟩

+ 2ηt⟨w −wt,∇wFS(wt,vt)⟩.
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It was shown that [57] ∥∥Et[ĝw,t]−∇wFS(wt,vt)
∥∥
2
≤ G2τ−1

1 .

Then we derive that

∥wt+1 −w∥22 ≤ ∥wt −w∥22 + 3η2t ∥ĝw,t − Et[ĝw,t]∥22 + 3η2tG
4τ−2

1 + 3η2t ∥∇wFS(wt,vt)∥22
+ 2ηt⟨w −wt, ĝw,t − Et[ĝw,t]⟩+ 2Gτ−1

1 ηt∥w −wt∥2 + 2ηt⟨w −wt,∇wFS(wt,vt)⟩
≤ ∥wt −w∥22 + 3η2t ∥ĝw,t − Et[ĝw,t]∥22 + 3η2tG

4τ−2
1 + 3η2t ∥∇wFS(wt,vt)∥22

+ 2ηt⟨w −wt, ĝw,t − Et[ĝw,t]⟩+ 2G2τ−1
1 ηt∥w −wt∥2 + 2ηt

(
FS(w,vt)− FS(wt,vt)

)
,

where we use the convexity of w 7→ FS(w,v) for the last step above. Taking a summation of the
above inequality from t = 1 to t = T (w1 = 0), we derive

∥wT+1 −w∥22 + 2

T∑
t=1

ηt
(
FS(wt,vt)− FS(w,vt)

)
≤ ∥w1 −w∥22 + 3

T∑
t=1

η2t ∥ĝw,t − Et[ĝw,t]∥22 + 3G4τ−2
1

T∑
t=1

η2t + 3

T∑
t=1

η2t ∥∇wFS(wt,vt)∥22

+ 2
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ηt⟨w −wt, ĝw,t − Et[ĝw,t]⟩+ 2G2τ−1
1

T∑
t=1

ηt∥wt −w∥2.

Setting ηt = η, we further get

∥wT+1 −w∥22 + 2η

T∑
t=1

(
FS(wt,vt)− FS(w,vt)

)
≤ ∥w1 −w∥22 + 3η2

T∑
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+ 2η
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⟨w −wt, ĝw,t − Et[ĝw,t]⟩+ 2G2τ−1
1 η

T∑
t=1

∥wt −w∥2. (B.38)

It then follows from the concavity of FS(w, ·) and Schwartz’s inequality that

∥wT+1 −w∥22 + 2η

T∑
t=1

(
FS(wt,vt)− FS(w, v̄T )

)
≤ ∥w1 −w∥22 + 3η2

T∑
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1 η2T + 3η2
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+ 2η
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2
+ 2G2τ−1

1 η

T∑
t=1

∥wt −w∥2.

Define wS,1 = argminw∈BR
FS(w, v̄T ), then

∥wT+1 −wS,1∥22 + 2η

T∑
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(
FS(wt,vt)− inf
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FS(w, v̄T )
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∥∇wFS(wt,vt)∥22
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(B.39)

Note E
[
∥∇wFS(wt,vt)∥22

]
≤ G2, E[∥ĝw,t − Et[ĝw,t]∥22] ≤ G2 and

Et[⟨wt,Et[ĝw,t]− ĝw,t⟩] = 0. (B.40)
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Then taking an expectation to both sides of Eq. (B.39), we have

E[∥wT+1 −wS,1∥22] + 2η
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E
[
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w∈BR
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)∥∥∥
2

]
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1 η

T∑
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E[∥wt −wS,1∥2]. (B.41)

According to Jensen’s inequality and Eq. (B.40), we know(
EA

[∥∥∥ T∑
t=1

(
ĝw,t − Et[ĝw,t]

)∥∥∥
2

])2
≤ EA
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]
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)∥∥∥
2

]
≤ E

[( T∑
t=1

EA
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]) 1
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]

≤
( T∑
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∥∥ĝw,t − Et[ĝw,t]

∥∥2
2
]
) 1

2 ≤ G
√
T .

Plugging the above inequality into Eq. (B.41) and using E[∥ĝw,t − Et[ĝw,t]∥22] ≤ G2, we have

E[∥wT+1 −wS,1∥22] + 2η

T∑
t=1

E
[
FS(wt,vt)− inf

w∈BR

FS(w, v̄T )
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G2η2T + 2RGη

√
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1 η

T∑
t=1

E[∥wt −wS,1∥2]. (B.42)

Note if
∑T

t=1 E
[
FS(wt,vt)−infw∈BR

FS(w, v̄T )
]
≥ 0, Eq. (B.41) implies the following inequality

for any t ∈ [T ]:

E[∥wt+1 −wS,1∥22] ≤ E[∥w1 −wS,1∥22] + 3
(
2 + τ−2

1

)
G2η2T + 2RGη

√
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+ 2G2τ−1
1 η

T∑
t=1

E[∥wt −wS,1∥2].

If we denote △̄ =
(
maxt∈[T ] E

[
∥wt −wS,1∥22

]) 1
2 , then it follows that

△̄2 ≤ E
[
∥w1 −wS,1∥22

]
+ 3
(
2 +G2τ−2

1

)
G2η2T + 2RGη

√
T + 2G2τ−1

1 ηT △̄.

Solving this quadratic inequality of △̄ implies that

△̄ ≤
(
E
[
∥w1 −wS,1∥22

]) 1
2 +

√
3
(
2 +G2τ−2

1

) 1
2Gη

√
T +

√
2R

1
2G

1
2 η

1
2T

1
4 + 2G2τ−1

1 ηT.

We plug this inequality back into Eq. (B.42) and derive (noting τ1 ≳ G)

η

T∑
t=1

E
[
FS(wt,vt)− inf

w∈BR

FS(w, v̄T )
]
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E
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]) 1
2 +Gη

√
T +R

1
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1
2 η

1
2T

1
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1 ηT
)
.

It then follows that

η

T∑
t=1

E
[
FS(wt,vt)− inf

w∈BR

FS(w, v̄T )
]
≲ E[∥wS,1∥22] +G2η2T +RGη

√
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E
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]) 1
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1 η2T
3
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5
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1
2 η

3
2T

5
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1 η2T 2.
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It is clear that 2G2τ−1
1 (E

[
∥wS,1∥22

]) 1
2 ηT ≤ E

[
∥wS,1∥22

]
+G4τ−2

1 η2T 2

2G3τ−1
1 η2T

3
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5
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1
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3
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√
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1 η2T 2.

Then,

η

T∑
t=1

E
[
FS(wt,vt)− inf

w∈BR

FS(w, v̄T )
]
≲ E[∥wS,1∥22] +G2η2T +RGη

√
T +G4τ−2

1 η2T 2,

which yields

1

T

T∑
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E
[
FS(wt,vt)

]
− E

[
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w∈BR

FS(w, v̄T )
]
≲

R2

ηT
+G2η +

GR√
T

+G4τ−2
1 ηT.

If
∑T

t=1 E
[
FS(wt,vt) − infw∈BR

FS(w, v̄T )
]
< 0, the above inequality also holds. In a similar

way, we can show that

E[ sup
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1

T

T∑
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E[FS(wt,vt)] ≲
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ηT
+G2η +

GR√
T

+G4τ−2
2 ηT.

Combining these two inequalities, we have

E
[
sup
v∈BR

FS(w̄T ,v)− inf
w∈BR

FS(w, v̄T )
]
≲

R2

ηT
+G2η +

GR√
T

+G4(τ−2
1 + τ−2

2 )ηT.

The proof is completed by noting GR√
T
≤ R2

ηT +G2η.

Combining Theorem 8 and Lemma 9, we derive the following theorem.

Proof of Theorem 10. According to Part (b) of Theorem 1 and Theorem 8, we know

△w,R(Aw(S), Av(S))−△w,R
S (Aw(S), Av(S)) ≲

LG2η2T 2

n2
+

LG2η2T

n
+

G2ηT

n
+

G2η
√
T√

n
.

According to Lemma 9, we know

∆w,R
S (w̄T , v̄T ) ≲

R2

ηT
+G2η +G4(τ−2

1 + τ−2
2 )ηT.

The bound then follows directly from Eq. (B.30).
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NeurIPS Paper Checklist

The checklist is designed to encourage best practices for responsible machine learning research,
addressing issues of reproducibility, transparency, research ethics, and societal impact. Do not remove
the checklist: The papers not including the checklist will be desk rejected. The checklist should
follow the references and follow the (optional) supplemental material. The checklist does NOT count
towards the page limit.

Please read the checklist guidelines carefully for information on how to answer these questions. For
each question in the checklist:

• You should answer [Yes], [No], or [N/A].

• [N/A] means either that the question is Not Applicable for that particular paper or the
relevant information is Not Available.

• Please provide a short (1–2 sentence) justification right after your answer (even for [N/A]).

The checklist answers are an integral part of your paper submission. They are visible to the
reviewers, area chairs, senior area chairs, and ethics reviewers. You will also be asked to include it
(after eventual revisions) with the final version of your paper, and its final version will be published
with the paper.

The reviewers of your paper will be asked to use the checklist as one of the factors in their evaluation.
While [Yes] is generally preferable to [No], it is perfectly acceptable to answer [No] provided a
proper justification is given (e.g., error bars are not reported because it would be too computationally
expensive” or “we were unable to find the license for the dataset we used”). In general, answering
[No] or [N/A] is not grounds for rejection. While the questions are phrased in a binary way, we
acknowledge that the true answer is often more nuanced, so please just use your best judgment and
write a justification to elaborate. All supporting evidence can appear either in the main paper or the
supplemental material, provided in appendix. If you answer [Yes] to a question, in the justification
please point to the section(s) where related material for the question can be found.

IMPORTANT, please:

• Delete this instruction block, but keep the section heading “NeurIPS Paper Checklist",

• Keep the checklist subsection headings, questions/answers and guidelines below.
• Do not modify the questions and only use the provided macros for your answers.

1. Claims
Question: Do the main claims made in the abstract and introduction accurately reflect the
paper’s contributions and scope?

Answer: [Yes]

Justification: We clarify our contributions and the scope of the paper in the abstract and
introduction.

Guidelines:

• The answer [N/A] means that the abstract and introduction do not include the claims
made in the paper.

• The abstract and/or introduction should clearly state the claims made, including the
contributions made in the paper and important assumptions and limitations. A [No] or
[N/A] answer to this question will not be perceived well by the reviewers.

• The claims made should match theoretical and experimental results, and reflect how
much the results can be expected to generalize to other settings.

• It is fine to include aspirational goals as motivation as long as it is clear that these goals
are not attained by the paper.

2. Limitations
Question: Does the paper discuss the limitations of the work performed by the authors?

Answer: [Yes]
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Justification: In Section 6, we list several limitations of the paper, e.g., our analysis only
considers the convex-concave case.

Guidelines:

• The answer [N/A] means that the paper has no limitation while the answer [No] means
that the paper has limitations, but those are not discussed in the paper.

• The authors are encouraged to create a separate “Limitations” section in their paper.
• The paper should point out any strong assumptions and how robust the results are to

violations of these assumptions (e.g., independence assumptions, noiseless settings,
model well-specification, asymptotic approximations only holding locally). The authors
should reflect on how these assumptions might be violated in practice and what the
implications would be.

• The authors should reflect on the scope of the claims made, e.g., if the approach was
only tested on a few datasets or with a few runs. In general, empirical results often
depend on implicit assumptions, which should be articulated.

• The authors should reflect on the factors that influence the performance of the approach.
For example, a facial recognition algorithm may perform poorly when image resolution
is low or images are taken in low lighting. Or a speech-to-text system might not be
used reliably to provide closed captions for online lectures because it fails to handle
technical jargon.

• The authors should discuss the computational efficiency of the proposed algorithms
and how they scale with dataset size.

• If applicable, the authors should discuss possible limitations of their approach to
address problems of privacy and fairness.

• While the authors might fear that complete honesty about limitations might be used by
reviewers as grounds for rejection, a worse outcome might be that reviewers discover
limitations that aren’t acknowledged in the paper. The authors should use their best
judgment and recognize that individual actions in favor of transparency play an impor-
tant role in developing norms that preserve the integrity of the community. Reviewers
will be specifically instructed to not penalize honesty concerning limitations.

3. Theory assumptions and proofs

Question: For each theoretical result, does the paper provide the full set of assumptions and
a complete (and correct) proof?

Answer: [Yes]

Justification: We present all the necessary assumptions and include the proof of all theoretical
results.

Guidelines:

• The answer [N/A] means that the paper does not include theoretical results.
• All the theorems, formulas, and proofs in the paper should be numbered and cross-

referenced.
• All assumptions should be clearly stated or referenced in the statement of any theorems.
• The proofs can either appear in the main paper or the supplemental material, but if

they appear in the supplemental material, the authors are encouraged to provide a short
proof sketch to provide intuition.

• Inversely, any informal proof provided in the core of the paper should be complemented
by formal proofs provided in appendix or supplemental material.

• Theorems and Lemmas that the proof relies upon should be properly referenced.

4. Experimental result reproducibility

Question: Does the paper fully disclose all the information needed to reproduce the main ex-
perimental results of the paper to the extent that it affects the main claims and/or conclusions
of the paper (regardless of whether the code and data are provided or not)?

Answer: [Yes]
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Justification: As a theoretical paper, our main contributions are theoretical analyses and
proofs. The numerical experiments are designed solely to provide basic validation of our
theoretical findings. We have fully disclosed all experimental details in Section A of the
paper.
Guidelines:

• The answer [N/A] means that the paper does not include experiments.
• If the paper includes experiments, a [No] answer to this question will not be perceived

well by the reviewers: Making the paper reproducible is important, regardless of
whether the code and data are provided or not.

• If the contribution is a dataset and/or model, the authors should describe the steps taken
to make their results reproducible or verifiable.

• Depending on the contribution, reproducibility can be accomplished in various ways.
For example, if the contribution is a novel architecture, describing the architecture fully
might suffice, or if the contribution is a specific model and empirical evaluation, it may
be necessary to either make it possible for others to replicate the model with the same
dataset, or provide access to the model. In general. releasing code and data is often
one good way to accomplish this, but reproducibility can also be provided via detailed
instructions for how to replicate the results, access to a hosted model (e.g., in the case
of a large language model), releasing of a model checkpoint, or other means that are
appropriate to the research performed.

• While NeurIPS does not require releasing code, the conference does require all submis-
sions to provide some reasonable avenue for reproducibility, which may depend on the
nature of the contribution. For example
(a) If the contribution is primarily a new algorithm, the paper should make it clear how

to reproduce that algorithm.
(b) If the contribution is primarily a new model architecture, the paper should describe

the architecture clearly and fully.
(c) If the contribution is a new model (e.g., a large language model), then there should

either be a way to access this model for reproducing the results or a way to reproduce
the model (e.g., with an open-source dataset or instructions for how to construct
the dataset).

(d) We recognize that reproducibility may be tricky in some cases, in which case
authors are welcome to describe the particular way they provide for reproducibility.
In the case of closed-source models, it may be that access to the model is limited in
some way (e.g., to registered users), but it should be possible for other researchers
to have some path to reproducing or verifying the results.

5. Open access to data and code
Question: Does the paper provide open access to the data and code, with sufficient instruc-
tions to faithfully reproduce the main experimental results, as described in supplemental
material?
Answer: [Yes]
Justification: The details and code of experiments can be found in Section A.
Guidelines:

• The answer [N/A] means that paper does not include experiments requiring code.
• Please see the NeurIPS code and data submission guidelines (https://neurips.cc/
public/guides/CodeSubmissionPolicy) for more details.

• While we encourage the release of code and data, we understand that this might not
be possible, so [No] is an acceptable answer. Papers cannot be rejected simply for not
including code, unless this is central to the contribution (e.g., for a new open-source
benchmark).

• The instructions should contain the exact command and environment needed to run to
reproduce the results. See the NeurIPS code and data submission guidelines (https:
//neurips.cc/public/guides/CodeSubmissionPolicy) for more details.

• The authors should provide instructions on data access and preparation, including how
to access the raw data, preprocessed data, intermediate data, and generated data, etc.
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• The authors should provide scripts to reproduce all experimental results for the new
proposed method and baselines. If only a subset of experiments are reproducible, they
should state which ones are omitted from the script and why.

• At submission time, to preserve anonymity, the authors should release anonymized
versions (if applicable).

• Providing as much information as possible in supplemental material (appended to the
paper) is recommended, but including URLs to data and code is permitted.

6. Experimental setting/details
Question: Does the paper specify all the training and test details (e.g., data splits, hyperpa-
rameters, how they were chosen, type of optimizer) necessary to understand the results?
Answer: [Yes]
Justification: The details of experiments are provided in Section A.
Guidelines:

• The answer [N/A] means that the paper does not include experiments.
• The experimental setting should be presented in the core of the paper to a level of detail

that is necessary to appreciate the results and make sense of them.
• The full details can be provided either with the code, in appendix, or as supplemental

material.
7. Experiment statistical significance

Question: Does the paper report error bars suitably and correctly defined or other appropriate
information about the statistical significance of the experiments?
Answer: [Yes]
Justification: The details of experiments are provided in Section A.
Guidelines:

• The answer [N/A] means that the paper does not include experiments.
• The authors should answer [Yes] if the results are accompanied by error bars, confidence

intervals, or statistical significance tests, at least for the experiments that support the
main claims of the paper.

• The factors of variability that the error bars are capturing should be clearly stated (for
example, train/test split, initialization, random drawing of some parameter, or overall
run with given experimental conditions).

• The method for calculating the error bars should be explained (closed form formula,
call to a library function, bootstrap, etc.)

• The assumptions made should be given (e.g., Normally distributed errors).
• It should be clear whether the error bar is the standard deviation or the standard error

of the mean.
• It is OK to report 1-sigma error bars, but one should state it. The authors should

preferably report a 2-sigma error bar than state that they have a 96% CI, if the hypothesis
of Normality of errors is not verified.

• For asymmetric distributions, the authors should be careful not to show in tables or
figures symmetric error bars that would yield results that are out of range (e.g., negative
error rates).

• If error bars are reported in tables or plots, the authors should explain in the text how
they were calculated and reference the corresponding figures or tables in the text.

8. Experiments compute resources
Question: For each experiment, does the paper provide sufficient information on the com-
puter resources (type of compute workers, memory, time of execution) needed to reproduce
the experiments?
Answer: [Yes]
Justification: Given the simplicity of our numerical experiments (which are minimal and
for verification only), we conducted our experiments with only one NVIDIA GeForce RTX
3090 24GB GPU.
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Guidelines:

• The answer [N/A] means that the paper does not include experiments.
• The paper should indicate the type of compute workers CPU or GPU, internal cluster,

or cloud provider, including relevant memory and storage.
• The paper should provide the amount of compute required for each of the individual

experimental runs as well as estimate the total compute.
• The paper should disclose whether the full research project required more compute

than the experiments reported in the paper (e.g., preliminary or failed experiments that
didn’t make it into the paper).

9. Code of ethics
Question: Does the research conducted in the paper conform, in every respect, with the
NeurIPS Code of Ethics https://neurips.cc/public/EthicsGuidelines?

Answer: [Yes]

Justification: The research conducted in the paper confirm with the NeurIPS Code of Ethics.

Guidelines:

• The answer [N/A] means that the authors have not reviewed the NeurIPS Code of
Ethics.

• If the authors answer [No], they should explain the special circumstances that require a
deviation from the Code of Ethics.

• The authors should make sure to preserve anonymity (e.g., if there is a special consid-
eration due to laws or regulations in their jurisdiction).

10. Broader impacts
Question: Does the paper discuss both potential positive societal impacts and negative
societal impacts of the work performed?

Answer: [N/A]

Justification: This is a theoretical paper, and there is no societal impact of the work per-
formed.

Guidelines:

• The answer [N/A] means that there is no societal impact of the work performed.
• If the authors answer [N/A] or [No], they should explain why their work has no societal

impact or why the paper does not address societal impact.
• Examples of negative societal impacts include potential malicious or unintended uses

(e.g., disinformation, generating fake profiles, surveillance), fairness considerations
(e.g., deployment of technologies that could make decisions that unfairly impact specific
groups), privacy considerations, and security considerations.

• The conference expects that many papers will be foundational research and not tied
to particular applications, let alone deployments. However, if there is a direct path to
any negative applications, the authors should point it out. For example, it is legitimate
to point out that an improvement in the quality of generative models could be used to
generate Deepfakes for disinformation. On the other hand, it is not needed to point out
that a generic algorithm for optimizing neural networks could enable people to train
models that generate Deepfakes faster.

• The authors should consider possible harms that could arise when the technology is
being used as intended and functioning correctly, harms that could arise when the
technology is being used as intended but gives incorrect results, and harms following
from (intentional or unintentional) misuse of the technology.

• If there are negative societal impacts, the authors could also discuss possible mitigation
strategies (e.g., gated release of models, providing defenses in addition to attacks,
mechanisms for monitoring misuse, mechanisms to monitor how a system learns from
feedback over time, improving the efficiency and accessibility of ML).

11. Safeguards
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Question: Does the paper describe safeguards that have been put in place for responsible
release of data or models that have a high risk for misuse (e.g., pre-trained language models,
image generators, or scraped datasets)?
Answer: [N/A]
Justification: This is a theoretical paper, which poses no such risks.
Guidelines:

• The answer [N/A] means that the paper poses no such risks.
• Released models that have a high risk for misuse or dual-use should be released with

necessary safeguards to allow for controlled use of the model, for example by requiring
that users adhere to usage guidelines or restrictions to access the model or implementing
safety filters.

• Datasets that have been scraped from the Internet could pose safety risks. The authors
should describe how they avoided releasing unsafe images.

• We recognize that providing effective safeguards is challenging, and many papers do
not require this, but we encourage authors to take this into account and make a best
faith effort.

12. Licenses for existing assets
Question: Are the creators or original owners of assets (e.g., code, data, models), used in
the paper, properly credited and are the license and terms of use explicitly mentioned and
properly respected?
Answer: [N/A]
Justification: This is a theoretical paper, and we do not use any existing assets.
Guidelines:

• The answer [N/A] means that the paper does not use existing assets.
• The authors should cite the original paper that produced the code package or dataset.
• The authors should state which version of the asset is used and, if possible, include a

URL.
• The name of the license (e.g., CC-BY 4.0) should be included for each asset.
• For scraped data from a particular source (e.g., website), the copyright and terms of

service of that source should be provided.
• If assets are released, the license, copyright information, and terms of use in the

package should be provided. For popular datasets, paperswithcode.com/datasets
has curated licenses for some datasets. Their licensing guide can help determine the
license of a dataset.

• For existing datasets that are re-packaged, both the original license and the license of
the derived asset (if it has changed) should be provided.

• If this information is not available online, the authors are encouraged to reach out to
the asset’s creators.

13. New assets
Question: Are new assets introduced in the paper well documented and is the documentation
provided alongside the assets?
Answer: [N/A]
Justification: We do not release any new assets.
Guidelines:

• The answer [N/A] means that the paper does not release new assets.
• Researchers should communicate the details of the dataset/code/model as part of their

submissions via structured templates. This includes details about training, license,
limitations, etc.

• The paper should discuss whether and how consent was obtained from people whose
asset is used.

• At submission time, remember to anonymize your assets (if applicable). You can either
create an anonymized URL or include an anonymized zip file.
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14. Crowdsourcing and research with human subjects
Question: For crowdsourcing experiments and research with human subjects, does the paper
include the full text of instructions given to participants and screenshots, if applicable, as
well as details about compensation (if any)?
Answer: [N/A]
Justification: This is a theoretical paper, which does not involve crowdsourcing nor research
with human subjects.
Guidelines:

• The answer [N/A] means that the paper does not involve crowdsourcing nor research
with human subjects.

• Including this information in the supplemental material is fine, but if the main contribu-
tion of the paper involves human subjects, then as much detail as possible should be
included in the main paper.

• According to the NeurIPS Code of Ethics, workers involved in data collection, curation,
or other labor should be paid at least the minimum wage in the country of the data
collector.

15. Institutional review board (IRB) approvals or equivalent for research with human
subjects
Question: Does the paper describe potential risks incurred by study participants, whether
such risks were disclosed to the subjects, and whether Institutional Review Board (IRB)
approvals (or an equivalent approval/review based on the requirements of your country or
institution) were obtained?
Answer: [N/A]
Justification: The paper does not involve crowdsourcing nor research with human subjects.
Guidelines:

• The answer [N/A] means that the paper does not involve crowdsourcing nor research
with human subjects.

• Depending on the country in which research is conducted, IRB approval (or equivalent)
may be required for any human subjects research. If you obtained IRB approval, you
should clearly state this in the paper.

• We recognize that the procedures for this may vary significantly between institutions
and locations, and we expect authors to adhere to the NeurIPS Code of Ethics and the
guidelines for their institution.

• For initial submissions, do not include any information that would break anonymity (if
applicable), such as the institution conducting the review.

16. Declaration of LLM usage
Question: Does the paper describe the usage of LLMs if it is an important, original, or
non-standard component of the core methods in this research? Note that if the LLM is used
only for writing, editing, or formatting purposes and does not impact the core methodology,
scientific rigor, or originality of the research, declaration is not required.
Answer: [N/A]
Justification: We do not use LLM in preparing the submission.
Guidelines:

• The answer [N/A] means that the core method development in this research does not
involve LLMs as any important, original, or non-standard components.

• Please refer to our LLM policy in the NeurIPS handbook for what should or should not
be described.
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